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P. O. BOX C - 280 CAMPUS DRIVE

KINGS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230

M. HUGH HANDLEY

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
SEALER OF WEIGHTS

AND MEASURES = ==~===

(209) 582-3211 EXT. 261

Ap~U’ l!;, 197~

Richard E. Romi~qc~, DZ~ec~or
CaZifor~:xa Depa,~ne~t of Food a~’d Agriculture.

and
The Honorable Board of SuperuZ~ors
Coui~y o~ KZng~

Ge.Ettl C’JT], U! x
¯ , ~ wl.~ch refle~:Cs

m~ p~_¢.ased .£o submit,: this 1977 Ag~ctc~.%~u~ - Crop Repo~¢c,
tke qro6s ualtt~’, of tIze ag~ict~tura~ products p~_oduced by the fcc~me~s in
KJJqqs Co,ln¢:y.

"~.he q,Lo.~s va~’ue of comm~.eJaZ, c.,,.ops and produc.~ produced du~ng ca~enda~
yca,~ ~977 was $387,883,6~0., a dec}~ease, of $15,~18,4~0.

FZe.(’.d crop,3 w~,,~ down abo~zt $22,000,000., due to de~,~eased acreage and

P. OCr’(,)z {#[ ic’(~.6.

F~uZt m~d nt~: c~,oPS reflected an increase of overt $7,000,000., f~om 1976.
G~ape~ ’:e fleeted an increase o~ nea~.y $4,000,000., reco~Lng from 1976
whc.n ttnseasona~?. ~ains caused a major loss ~% harvest time.

Marke~ milk
~ milk prlce.s.

re.g.~’ected a o. 6,000,000. increase, due main~.l to an increase

I". mu.~( be. emphasir.ed t~..~heso, g.Lg~u~es aAe ro~ ~t~tns and do not

l~,,d&~a~"c ne~ income or profit.

I w~sh ¢’o exp~e.~s my appreciation £o the many p~ons and f.b~ms whose
coorJe;u~c,n made thZs repot% possible, and to my staff, ttnde~ ~he d~e.c.CLon
o f "Lc£and P. Tos, Deputy A qr~i.c~.~.tu~a~. Commission,5u, who compiled this repot.

~.i. ;:ur~I: Hand~’e.y
Ag~t ic’t q’ O~a 5 Comm.i.ss~ o~q¢~-
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P. O, BOX C -- 280 CAMPUS DRIVE

KINGS COUNTY
DEPART X_E. qF OF AGRICULTURE

HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230

M. HUGH HANDLEY
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

SEALER OF WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES

i i
(209) 582-3211 EXT. 261

Apr~ 16, 1979

Richard E. Romdnger, O~rc¢~or
Califo,~nia Dep~e~;t o~ Food and Ag,~ic~re

~nd
The P.’m,.o,~b~e 3o.~d of Sup~viso~
County , f K~ng~

I am p tee~c~ ~J 6ubmi.t tl,i~ 1978 Ag~ic~al C~op Repo.~t, which has been
a~c~aan~ ,ccth S~ction 2279 of the Agricultural Code.compiled ~n .... " ~ ’

The gro~s va~e of commc~ci~ ~rcps a~ p~oducts produced in Kings County
d~ri~,j calen~ y~ 1978 was $343,186,025., a $44,697,595. de~9~se f~om
1977. Mos~ not~c~(~.b~, is a reduction in fie~d crops, with cotton lint
,~e~ec~ ~g a dec’~ea~e of ~.~ $32,000,000. Th~ redu~ion ~s due mainly to
disappointing iLow yi~ds~ despite an a~r~ge incr~,.e ov~ 1977. ~he
d~.~a~%~"~ Ln cotton ~:roduc~Lon w~ ~vsed by a cool wet sprin~ with late
~,~an,~,cnq, very hot i~o~p~,~tu,~e~ in June and J~ey, uI~so~ble fa~ rains,
and h~avy ~n~ect population~.

&-~ley and atfalfa hay yie~.ds also s/~wed proportionate deo~eases in yields,
as did s~d c~ops.

I~ mu~ o.. ~nphasized that thee. fig~ are ~ross r~t~r~ and do not indicate
ne% income o~ profit_.

I w~b.~h to exp"~e~ m~ appreciation to my staff, who have complZed this report,
and to the w~.~o~s individuag~ w{zo provided informat~n. The compilat~n of
t~ repo,~: ~ i~:~ the dZ~ect~on of L~and P. Tos, Deputy Agric~al
Commis s ,~, n~.

R~pectfu~£y submitted,

M. Hugh Handley
Ag ric~e ~ural Commissioner
Sealer of Weight~ and .~{~as~
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MILTON D. McCOY



KINGS COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

** PERSONNEL~

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER-SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

M. HUGH HANDLEY

DEPUTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS

Odis A. Nicholson Leland P. Tos

DEPUTY SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND ~[EASURES

Lewis H. Brautigam

AGRICULTURAL AND STANDARDS INSPECTORS

Edwin L. Rush

Bernard Costa

Lloyd Bookout

Jim Dodd

Steve Reymann

Mel Oifford

Jerry Dunnicliff

Stephanie Spolsdoff

Michael Leoni

Robert Umino

CLERICAL

Lucy K. Farley Kathi Edgmon

II



TABLE OF CONTENTS

P__a~

1
t¢.~o,to~"

Field Crops ..........
3

Fruit and Nut Crops .............
5

Livestock and Poultry ...............

Livestock and Poultry Products .........
6

7
,t.otot

Seed Crops ......
8

Vegetable Crops ..................

9
Apiary Products ..................

9
Nursery Products ............

i0
Summary ..........

Comparison Study of Acreage & Crop Value .....
ii

.... 12
Million Dollar ..............

Cr_op Report Cover:

"Cotton Salute"

Recognition is given to Kings County’s $ii0 million
cotton industry. Cover photograph shows Cal-Cot, Inc.’s

new cotton storage plant located south of Hanford.

Photograph courtesy of Cal-Cot, Inc.
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0
KINGS COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
M. HUGH HANI)LFY

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
SEALER OF WEIGHTS

AND MEASURES

P. O. BOX C - 280 CAMPUS DRIVE HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230
(209) 582-3211

April I, 1980

j~. Richard E. Rominger, Director
California Depar~nent of Food and

Agric~e
and

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kings

Gentlemen:

I ~7~ pleased to submit th~ 1979 Agric~£ural Crop Report, w~ch has been
compiled in accordance with Section 2279 of the Agricultural Code.

The gross value of agric~tural crops and products grown in Kin qs Cou~%y
during the calendar year 1979 was $544,265,255., a ~201,079,230 ~. increase
over 1978.

Most crops and products recovered from the prevloL~ year’s reduced yields,
with cotton {lint and seed) leading ~ commo&~ies with an increase of

over $94,000,000.

W(~eat reflected a 10.8 million dollar increase, due to la~ge~ acreage.
N~wly bearing pistacI~os increased by over $9,000,000. Many crop values
increased with .~’_vestock produc~ and seed crops making substantial gai~
ov~ 1978.

It mw~t be emphasized th~ these figures are rc~ re~ and do not
indicate n~ income, or profit.

I wish to express my appreciation to the many individuals who provided
information for t~is report and to my staff who, under the supervision of
L~land P. Tos, compiled the information.

~
es p e ct f ull y ~

M. Hug~h ngigeY

Agricultural Commissioner-
Sealer of W~ightz and Measures

MHH : plc



ANNUAL CROP REPORT
FOR YEAR 1979

KINGS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

M. HUGH HANDLEY
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

SEALER OF ~IGI-rrs AND MEASURES

KINGS COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

LESLIE K. BROWN .......... DISTRICT I
JOHN MAROOT ............ DISTRICT II
EVON G. CODY ........... DISTRICT III
DOYLE DAVIS ............ DISTRICT IV
ELWOOD P. KEMBLE ......... DISTRICT V

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

MILTON D. McCOY

************************************************
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KINGS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

** PERSONNEL **

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER-SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

M. HUGH HANDLEY

DEPUTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER/SEALERS

Lewis H. Brautigam Odis A. Nicholson Leland P. Tos

A(~,ICULTURAL AND STANDARDS INSPECTORS

Edwin L. Rush

Jerry Dunnlcllff

Jim Dodd

Robert Umlno

Mel Gifford

Lloyd Bookout

Michael Leoni

Dlane Reeves

Bernard Costa

Stephante Colvln

Steve Reymann

Dennis Bray

CLERICAL

Trudy Blllman Linda Rocha Diane O’Danlel

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

CROP REPORT COVER: "Using Cottor:, Gin Trash for Energy"

It takes about 400,000 BTU’s of heat to dry a baie of cotton,
or 12 mlllion BTU’s per hour for a gln operating at 30 bales
per hour. The shortage and higher costs of fossil fuels have
caused cotton gins to recognize the value of gin trash as a
renewable energy source. This Kings County cotton gin
utilizes gin trash in their operation, thus saving costs of
valuable fuel and trash disposal.
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P, O. BOX C -- 280 CAMPUS DRIVE

KINGS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE

HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230

M. HUGH HANDLEY
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

SEALER OF WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES

(209) 582-3211

April 1, 1981

Mr. Richard E. Rominger, Director
Califor~ Depar~ent of Food and

Agric~t~e
and

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
Co unty o f Kings

Gentlemen:

I am pleased to submit t~is 1980 Agric~u~a~ Crop Report, which h~
been compiled in accordance with Section 2279 of the California Food
and Agric~tural Code.

The gross v~ue of cgric~ural crops and productS grown in K~n~s County
d~ing the cc~endar year 1980 was $635,233,678., a 18% incre~e over
1979.

Cot~n continued ~ lead all crop production with a gross income of over
$293,850,000.

Rice acreage increased substantially. Safflower acreage reflected a
decrease. Sugar beet prices reflected an increase in value, as did
market m~k, and vegetable crops.

Livestock production in general, however, decreased d~ing 1980.

It m~t be emphasized that these fig~Les are g_ross retur~ and do not
~dicate net income, or profit.

A ~anf~ is conveyed to the many individuals who provided iformat~n
for this report and to my staff ~rticularily Lewis H. Br~u~ ~gam and
Diane Reeves who compiled that information.

Respectfully s ubmit~ed,

Agricultural Commissioner-
Se~er of W~ght~ and Measures

MHH:lr
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P. o. BOX c - 280 CAMPUS DRIVE

April 1,

 NGS COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

1982

HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 932o0

M. HUGH HANDLEY
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

SEALER OF WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES

(209) 582-3211

Mr. Richard E. Rominger, Director

California Department of Food and Agriculture
and

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kings

Gentlemen:

It is my pleasure to submit this 1981 Agricultural Crop Report, which
was compiled in accordance with Section 2279 of the California Food

and Agricultural Code.

The gross value of agricultural crops and products grown in Kings
County during the calendar year 1981 was $598,200,789., a 5.8%

reduction in value from 1980.

Although yields were good for most crops during 1981, lower prices
received by growers accounted for a decrease of more than 37 million
dollars from 1980. Cotton alone (including lint and seed) reflected

a decrease of nearly 50 million dollars from 1980. Depressed

livestock prices indicated a lower value.

Seed alfalfa however, increased substantially in acreage and reflected
nearly ii million dollars increase over 1980. The value of wheat

increased also due to increased acreage.

All figures in this report are gross returns and do not indicate

net income, or profit received by growers.

This report would not have been possible without th,:~ many individuals
who willingly provided the information. A special thanks to O.D. "Mac"
McCutcheon, Kings County Farm Advisor and Burr Ray, California Crop
Improvement Association for their assistance in our seed alfalfa

story, and to Diane Reeves of my staff who compiled the report.

Respectfully submitted,

M. Hugh Handley
Agricultural Commissioner
Sealer of Weights and Measures

~H:dod

,, - ¯ ’ II



SEED ALFALFA IN KINGS COUNTY
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

"The great i~rest in alfalfa growing throughout the
cou~%ry ha~ ~reated a much larg~ demand for alfalfa
seed than our farmers have been able to supply. This

¯ has brought about the heavy importation of foreign seed,
some of which has been shipped even to the Pacific Coast.
With the enormous area devoted to alfalfa in this country,
we shoed be exporting seed rath~rthan~porting it."

-Report of the Se~etary
1907 Yearbook of the Department
of Agriculture

Times have changed. No longer does the United States import alfalfa
seed to meet its demand. That role reversed itself with the beginning of

large scale production of alfalfa seed in California during the late 1940’s.
Before that time, seed produced in California was known as "California

Common," and was not hardy enough to withstand the severe cold of Eastern
winters. By 1948, researchers found if seed originating in the eastern
United States was planted in California, one generation maintained its
hardiness. California production of alfalfa for seed began to grow.

In 1950, nearly 8,000 acres of alfalfa were harvested in California.

That number doubled each year until 1957 when 190,000 acres were harvested.

Then it declined to its 1971 level of 91,000 acres where it has remained
relatively stable. California now produces more than 40 per cent of the

nation’s alfalfa seed on less than 20 per cent of the total national acreage.
Seed alfalfa was produced in Kings County as early as 1925, but production

wasn’t steady until the 1950’s. In 1950, only 300 acres of alfalfa seed
were harvested. That number grew steadily, and in 1980, the county produced
more than 20,000 acres, or nearly 30 per cent of California’s total alfalfa
seed acreage. It continued to increase in 1981 with almost 32,000 acres
planted - a 60 per cent increase in just one year! Alfalfa seed production
has become big business in Kings County with a 1981 value of over $25 million.

Alfalfa comprised over 75 per cent of all seed production in Kings
County during 1981. Two categories of seed are raised - certified and
non-certified. The purpose of certified seed is to maintain varietal

identity for improved crops. The California Crop Improvement Association,
University of California Agricultural Extension Service Farm Advisors, and
County Agricultural Commissioners all are involved in the seed certification
process. 1981 was the 28th year of certified seed production in Kings
County. It began in 1953 with 992 acres. Currently, about 85 per cent of the

Kings County crop is certified.
Kings County has the second oldest pure seed organization in the state.

It was founded by former Cooperative Extension Director H.R. Keller in 1931
with the help from a group of alert farmers and former Agricultural Commissioner

L.O. Haupt.
The alfalfa seed industry should continue to grow in Kings County. The

land is blessed with sufficient water and deep soils, and several processing
plants are well established. Besides the demand on both foreign and domestic

Narkets for Kings County alfalfa seed, a new market is developing. This is
the demand from the home and restaurant trade for alfalfa sprouts-a demand

that requires seed that is uniform and of highest quality.
The future for alfalfa seed is anyone’s guess, but it appears to be

bright.



ANNUAL CROP REPORT
FOR YEAR 1981
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EVON G. CODY ...........
DISTRICT III

DOYLE DAVIS ....... ..... DISTRICT IV
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Hartford, California
Rainfall Table

I

1

3une

1934-35 .14
1935-36 0.00
1936-37 0.00
I°37-38 0.00
1938-39 .17
1939-40 .12

3ulylAuq,{SeptlOet. INov.
i I I I

o.ooIo.ooIo.ool .6112.60
o.ooIo.OOl .011 .561 .40
0.0010.0010.0011.84 o.oo
o.oolo.oolo.ool .11 .21
.0710.001 ,13 .19 .16

0.0010.0 I .04 .57 .06

Dec.lJan. IFeb. IMar. IApr,!May ITotal
"I I I "I I I

1.8412.5011.7212.0612.0510.00113.52
.891 .4114.871 .971 .5510.001 8.56

2.8311.99’12.4612.231 .2210.00111.57
2.1611.7613.5114.5711.151 .III13.58
1.3711.541 .7711.441 .9110.001 6.75

.2213.5313.61 .99 .181o.ooi 9.32

1940-41
1941-42
1942-43
1943-1410.0010.00
1944-4510.o01o.0o
1945-46 .1810.00
1946-47 0.00
1947-481 ,01
1948-49 .53
1949-50 0.00
1950-51 .07
1951-52 .02
1952-53 .02
1953-54 .08

o.oolo.oolo.oo
o.oolo.oolo.oo

0.00
0.00
0.00

o.oolo.oolo.oolo.oo
0.00
0.00
0.00

.02

.01
.II 0.00

0.00 0.00 0.001 .471 .29
o.oo o.oolo.oolo.ooi ,03
0.00 0.0010.0010.0010.00
0.001 .0810.0010.00 .34
0.0010.0010.001 .08 1.11
0.0010.001 .171 .o5 .65
o.oolo.oolo.oo .o2 1.oi

.85 0.0013.6511.51

.86 .5013.321 .91
0.00 .431 .8612.74

.03 .2111.0311.30

.2312.2511.05 .27
.6211.1511.61 .34

0.0011.4911.10 1.64 .33

3.90 1.82
.88 .50

1.14 3.36
2.80 .39
2.69 1.81
1.52 2.57

.49 .51
.51 0.001 .4311.491
.01 .991 .511 .851
.60 .6811.4811.13
.63 1.0611.241 .76

2.39 3.031 .2712.18
2.9611.I01 .271 .34

.0911.891 .78 2.2]
1954-55
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58!0.0010.00
1958-5910.0010.00
1959-6010.0010.00
1960-61 0.00 .02
1961-62 0.00
1962-63 0.00
1963-64 .17
1964-65 0.00
1965-66 0.00

o.oolo.oolo.oo
.o71o.oolo.oo

0.00
.II

0.00
0.00

o.oolo.oolo.oolo.oo
0.00
0.00
0.00

.II

.II

.53

0.00 .6611.6113.25
.02 .9214.6711.I0
.73 0.001 .1511.39
.2011.1911.41 1.85

o.ooI .231 .16 1.35
o.oolo.ool .17 .80
0.0012.611 .03 1.34

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.001 .3410.001 .95
o.ooi .o51 .o71 .o5

1.31 .43
.38 .I0

1.22 .5
2.30 3.93
1.90 .II
1.71 .61

.221 .671 .22
0.0010.0011.1111.28 .7114.8811.0610.00

.oii .iolo.ooi .19 1.1911.6811.3712.88

.331 .7511.231 .31 .611 .021 .94 .64
1.3111.4~!1.181 .331 .33 1.57
2.15ii.97l .631 .71 .10 0.00

2.6410.00114.37
1.191 .161 8.32

.8410.001 9.37

.861 .281 6.90

.161 .I0 8.58

.071 .41 8.48

.661 .33 6.66

.561 .55 5.31

.94 .07 4.93
I.I0 .40 5.39

.22 1.17 5.57

.79 .01 9.88

.83 .29 6.68

.52 .34I 6.94

.69 .90I 8.85

.73 .771 8.69
¯ 881 .61 5.60

2.381 .24 13.50
.5210.0u 4.49
.5710.00 3.97

.37 6,01

.II 9.15

.56 7.97
,20 5.20

0.001 7.45
.071 5.80

1966-67
1967-68
1968-69
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74

.06

.23
o.oolo.oolo.oolo.oo
.211 °o71 .oo .15

o.oolo.oolo.oo o.oo
o.oolo.oo o.oo .o4
0.0010.00
0.0010.00

.0410.001 .291 .09
o.oolo.ooi .311o.oo

1.33
.05

0.00
.06

1.2812.5711.41
1.991 .501 .62

.9811.6416.69

.511 .7011.60
2.4o11.231 .35

.4111.871 .04
o.oo 2.4 .2112.9oi .65 2.44
o.oo o.oo .761 .461 .94 2.97

.05

.64
4.54
1.33

.19

.35
2.29

.13

1974-7510.0010.00
1975-7610.0010.00
1976-77 .01 0.00 .22 1.4710.001
1977-78 .07 o.oo o.oo o.ooi .o5
1978-79 0.00 0.00 0.0011.I010.00
1979-80 0.00 .0410.001 .081 .41
198o-81 o.oo o.oolo.oolo.ooi .o9
1981-82 0.00 o.oolo.oolo.oo .76

I
I
I
I

0.00 0.001 .6~I .24
0.00 .981 .761 .05

.15

.06
.79
.62
.00

1.08

1.40 .09 2.26
.22 0.0012.94I .1911.47
.96 .961 .031 .4310.00

2.85 2.2215.0514.1211.7!
.50 1.8411.6111.161 .o3
.4112.9012.7111.281 .05
.2111.801 .8612.101 .68
.291 -- I -- I -- I --

I I I I

2.42
1.00

.79
1.42 .141 .00

.23 .4011.44
o.ooi .2310.00
2.201 .1210.00
1.751 .0310.00
l.Z41 .4910.00

.03

.01

2.95 .07111.23
.501 .081 5.87
.851 .32117.14

6.18
6.24
3.00

11.05
7.04
6°37
6.64
5.24

0.00116.13
o.ooi 7.03
.041 8.54
.171 5.91
---- I ....

I
147 Year Total Rainfall 380.97
I I Average Rainfall 8.11 in
I I I I I I



General Kings County Information

County Seat

County Population

Population per Square Mile

Total Assessed Value

Land Area (Square Miles)

Total Acres

Number of Farms (1978)

Total Cropland (Acres)

Irrigated Cropland (Acres)

Total Agricultural Work Force

Public Ownership of Land (Acres):

Federal
State
County & City
School & Special Districts

Hanford

73,738

52.9

$1,699,400,000

1,395

893,504

1151

613,373

556,446

7,190

30~974 (3.5%)
3,452 (.4%)
9,951 (1.1%)
4,426 (.4%)

Agricultural production ranked lOth among California counties based

on 1980 total value.

Railroads - Santa Fe, Southern Pacific

Major Roads - Interstate 5, Highway 41, Highway 43 & Highway 198

Water Sources - Kings River, Tule River, Kaweah River, Kern River

& California Aquaduct

Elevation - 225 to 250 feet above sea level (800 feet in the Kettleman

Hills)

Average length of growing season:

Average date of first fall frost:

Average date of last spring frost:

Average clinate:

257 days

November 18

March 3

196 sunny clear days, 74 partly cloudy days, 95

cloudy days



General Kings County Information

County Seat

County Population

Population per Square Mile

Total Assessed Value

Land Area (Square Miles)

Total Acres

Number of Farms (1978)

Total Cropland (Acres)

Irrigated Cropland (Acres)

Total Agricultural Work Force

Public Ownership of Land (Acres):

Federal
State
County & City
School & Special Districts

Hanford

73,738

52.9

$1,699,400,000

1,395

893,504

1151

613,373

556,446

7,190

30,974 (3..5%)
3,452 (.4%)
9,951 (1.1%)
4,426 ( .4%)

Agricultural production ranked i0th among California counties based

on 1980 total value.

Railroads - Santa Fe, Southern Pacific

Major Roads - Interstate 5, Highway 41, Highway 43 & Highway 198

Water Sources - Kings River, Tule River, Kaweah River, Kern River

& California Aquaduct

Elevation - 225 to 250 feet above sea level (800 feet in the Kettleman

Hills)

Average length of growing season:

Average date of first fall frost:

Average date of last spring frost:

Average climate:

257 days

November 18

March 3

196 sunny clear days, 74 partly cloudy days, 95

cloudy days

|



General Kings County Information

County Seat

County Population

Population per Square Mile

Total Assessed Value

Land Area (Square Miles)

Total Acres

Number of Farms (1978)

Total Cropland (Acres)

IrrigAted Cropland (Acres)

Total Agricultural Work Force

Public Ownership of Land (Acres):

Federal
State
County & City
School & Special Districts

Hanford

73,738

52.9

$1,699,400,000

1,395

893,504

1151

613,373

556,446

7,190

30,974 (3.5%)
3,452 (.4%)

9,951 (1.1%)
4,426 (.4%)

Agricultural production ranked 10th among California counties based

on 1980 total value.

Railroads - Santa Fe, Southern Pacific

Major Roads - Interstate 5, Highway 41, Highway 43 & Highway 198

Water Sources - Kings River, Tule River, Kaweah River, Kern River

& California Aquaduct

Elevation - 225 to 250 feet above sea level (800 feet in the Kettleman

Hills)

Average length of growing season:

Average date of first fall frost:

Average date of last spring frost:

Average climate:

257 days

November 18

March 3

196 sunny clear days, 74 partly ci~udy days, 95

cloudy days


