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Agriculture Outlook Forum 2021

Julie Brewer, Director
USDA Food and Nutrition Service, Office of Community 
Food Systems (OCFS)

Farm to School Efforts Supporting 
Resilient Local Food Systems



Our 3 Pillars of Work:

1. Distribute grant funding to improve 
access to local foods in schools. 

2. Disseminate research and data on 
existing programs and opportunities 
for expansion.

3. Provide training and technical 
assistance to improve access to local 
foods in schools.

USDA Office of Community Food Systems (OCFS) 



Farm to School Grant Program

• FY 2020 USDA awarded $12.1 
million to 159 grantees

• Since 2013, USDA has awarded 
over $52 million to 719 
grantees

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/farm-school-grant-program



Andrea Alma 
Mountain Plains Regional Office 

(MPRO)
SM.FN.MPRO.F2S@usda.gov

JuliAnna Arnett
Western Regional Office 
(WRO) 
JuliAnna.Arnett@usda.gov

Southwest Regional Office 
(SWRO)

SM.FN.SW-Schools@usda.gov

J. Joy Nolan
Southeast Regional Office 
(SERO)
Jennifer.Nolan@usda.gov

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
(MARO) 
SM.FN.MA-Farm2CN@usda.gov

Northeast Regional Office 
(NERO)
martine.cherry@usda.gov

Jenna Segal
Midwest Regional Office 

(MWRO)
Jenna.Segal@usda.gov

OCFS Regional Staff

mailto:SM.FN.MPRO.F2S@usda.gov
mailto:JuliAnna.Arnett@usda.gov
mailto:SM.FN.SW-Schools@usda.gov
mailto:Samantha.Benjamin-Kirk@usda.gov
mailto:SM.FN.MA-Farm2CN@usda.gov
mailto:martine.cherry@usda.gov
mailto:Jenna.Segal@usda.gov


Fact Sheets

www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/fact-sheets

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/fact-sheets


Help agricultural producers build their 
capacity to launch or expand efforts to 
market to schools, therefore increasing 

farm to school activity in schools. 

Farm to School Producer Training

krystal@farmtoschool.org devonab@ncat.org

mailto:krystal@farmtoschool.org


Delivered monthly, full 
of updates, webinar 
info, relevant news, 
and field notes! More 
than 30,000 
subscribers.

Subscribe at https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs

Our E-Letter, the Dirt!

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs


Coming Soon!



Supporting Farm to School 
Efforts in 2020



Gardens



Brooklyn Center Schools (MN), FY 2018 Implementation Grantee

www.bccs286.org

http://www.bccs286.org/




Fairfax County Public Schools (VA), FY 2019 Planning Grantee

www.fcps.edu

http://www.fcps.edu/




Agriculture Education



Urban Roots(NV), FY 2019 Implementation Grantee

www.urgc.org

http://www.urgc.org/


www.freshfarm.org



Local Procurement



Need More Acres Farms
Kentucky Department of Ag, FY 2018 Implementation Grantee

www.needmoreacres.com

http://www.needmoreacres.com/


Concrete School District (WA), FY 2016 Implementation Grantee
United General District 304 (WA), FY 2018 Planning Grantee



https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/coronavirus/pdfs/
NavigatingFoodSupply-COVID-19.pdf

https://www.nd.gov/ndda/NDLFMAP

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/coronavirus/pdfs/NavigatingFoodSupply-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/ndda/NDLFMAP


West Virginia Department of Agriculture
2020 State Agency Grant



Thank You!

Please contact 
SM.FN.FarmToSchool@usda.gov

for any questions regarding 
OCFS resources and the Farm to 

School Grant Program!

mailto:SM.FN.FarmToSchool@usda.gov
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