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HIGHLIGHTS

The Prices Commissioner has announced an inerease
in the wholesale maximum prices of first fuality oaten and
wheaten chaff sold in New South Wales by 25/~ to £8.17.6
per ton f.o.r, the country siding nearest the grower's
premises, e vt 1 :

(" , .
Inereased subsidies to milk producers supplying
Australilan Capital Citie§ have been announced. Sydney
producers will receilve 4.d per gallon from March to Avgust
and 34 a gallon in Febrnary and September. The Minister for
Customs stated that the subsidles included any payments made
by /the..N.S.W. Government, Ry

-

. Reductions in the wholesale prices of mutton and
lamb in the Countles of Cumberland and Northumberland (which
include Sydney and Newcastle) have been declared by the
Prices Commissloner., The now wholesale prices are 83d per
1b. for light lamb and 7Zd for heavy with hogget 64 per 1b.
Wether and ewe mutton ceilings will be 5d and 43d-per ib,,
respectively, _

The Minister for Commerce and Agriculture has
announced that producers of stock now have the right to send
stock for export, canning or dehydration direct to registered
slaughter-yards for treatment on a welght and grade basils at
fixed prices,

- —

LY

A reductlon was made 1n the wholesale prices of
eggs, ranging from 34 to 5d per dozen, according to. grade
and quality, as from 28th August, 1944, The price of first
grade hen eggs 1s now 1/7d per dozen,

| "The Prices Commissdoner recently announced that
the maximum wholesale price of oranges other than Navels
vwas to be 21/- per bushel case as from 18th September, 1944,
representing an advance of 3/- per casc. No change has been
made in retall ceiling rate which still remains at 3/- per
dozen,
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DQMMODITY MAREKETS AFTER THE %AR .

L]

- A survey dealing with the re-establlshment of British
commodity markets after the war has been made by the Britlsh
Federation of Commodity and Allled Trade Associations, copy of
which has, just been recelved Irom OVerseas. The Federation's
views, particularly in relation to such matters as the disposal of
surplus stocks in the hands of the Government and the stabllis-
ation of commodity prices, are of particular interest, having in
mind that somewhat simllar problems will confront us here in
. Australia when hostilitles cease. The survey 1s presented in
this publlcation in an abridged form owing to space limitations.

British Merchanting Pfe-Eminence.

' Despite all the viclssitudes suffered by British trade
and industry in the.period between the two world wars, Great
Britain still retained supremacy tn world merchanting up to
September, 1939, This pre~eminence was due to a combination of
many'circumstances.'Geography, though a'diminishing factor owing
to the development of rapid international communications, still
played a part, these Islands being well situated as a centre for
‘distributlion between important sources of produce and raw material
‘supply and thelr main consuming markeéts. British shipowners, in
gpite of subsidised competition from many countries, quoted keen
freights, while Britilsh dook and warechouse facllitles were
‘maintained at a high and constantly improving level of efficlency
British banks, with thelr world-wide connections and long
'experience of oversea tradé, understood the exchange and finance
requirements involved in primary distribution and provided every
necded service speedily, and through the Brltish Ilnsurance
market risks in any part. of. the world could be:underwrltten in
the minimum time &t reasonable cost. N0 e

~Importance of Markets to the Hational LEconomy .

£ ! 1"
' “The total wvalue and importance of the British organised
“markets to the -national economy cannot be exactly measured, as
the services they render provide indipcct-advantage, profit.- and
employment to other interests besides thelr own, Some usoful
guidance in this mattor, however, can be obtained from the
annual trade returns of 'tho Board of Trade.’ TALE N .

_ 4 1938 was by no-means a good year for British, or world,
tradé. The world as g whole was still painfully=5truggling_to

" glimb out of the universal depression which had set in less, than
ten vears before, and itsiefforts to do so were being stultirfled
by the war clouds which weré already threatening Europc.

T Nevértheless, in 1938 Gpeat Britain imported goeds to
tha”valuc_bf £920, 000,000, The greatfbulkfof*thpsngooda oconsisted
of ' “the foodstuffs'reQuired-for tho isustenance’'of her peopld;and
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the praduce and raw materials .needed for thely manufacturlng and
productive industries. Practically the whole of thls vast volume
af, .goods was placed at the serviece of the British people through
the work of merchants and their organlsed markets. 1In addition,
thes¢ markets were responsiblg in 1938 for the handling and-
servicing of an entrepot trade of £61,000,000 of lmported raw
materials which entered this country for re-export.. Ak

: . .Though the important part-played by the British
organised markets in international commerce before thc war ‘has
becn long recognised generally, statistical 'evidence of the ‘valuc
. of the large trade In produce gnd raw materials carried direct
from producing countries to Forelgn and Tmpire consuming markets
through the medium of British merchants has hitherto been lacking
The goods represented by this trade do not physically touch.any
port in the U.K., and conscguently thcir value In torms of Pévenug
to this country could previously only be estimated in the Board of
Trade statlstles of the annual balance of payments. This tradc maj
be tormod the 'inyisible! international trade, .and'like the
‘entrepot trade, both by dircét and incldental iedrnings, it
cqntqibutos,substantially to the country's.invisible income.

f

" Post-War Commodity Conditions.

It 1s generally recognised as Impracticable for all
control over the produce and cqmmodity markets to cease immediatel
on the termination. of the war, and the policy which should then be
pursued -can be consldered only in the most general and t:ntatilve
terms because the exact conditions which will have to be dealt wil
are unknown. The end of 'the war is a'most elastlic term, as the
war may be over in Europe a year or more before 1t concludes in
the East. It may be assumed, however, that national economics
generally will be more or less malntalned on a war footing untll
the total war 1s finished; and that the world will then-be .
confronted with a difficult food and commodity situation 1s
unquestioned, It may be doubted, however, whether the general
‘searclty which 1s likely to exist will be as acute, or its
duration as long, as 1s freCuently assumeds. The recuperative
power of the world following a lengthyi/war'ls, as we have seen
from past'experience, very great. Moreover, the mailn: cause of
the scarcity of foods and raw materlals 1s not so much that
primary productlon’is inadequate, as the shipping, due to 1ts
pre-occupation with war needs, 1s not available to move, it to

the centres where 1t 1s so urgently reqguired, With the release
of ample shipping from war service - and present indications are
that world tonnage after the war will suffice for normal world
requirements - food and commoditles could again quickly’ be, moved
into consumption. In primary production, morgover, no less than
in manufzacture, the stimulus of Inventlen has been extremely
active during the past four years in discoverlng new methods for
inerocasing and improving cultivation and production and in the
development of substitutes, The concentration of manufacturing
industry in thls war has been carried out.to an extent quite
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unknown in the last war; -and 1ts de-concentration, re-manning,
re-equlpment and re-ad justment to normal specilalised product%on
{s-1likely to take many months. By the time 1t 1s ready to resume
 3ts activitles; a- very considerable volume of the raw materials
4t will reguire should ve ‘fortheoming, Many of the commoditles
may not be of the high guality which industry will later demand,
and some may substitutes, but on the whole there 1s reasgn to
suppgie that industry will not seriously be held up for lack of
supplies. .

There will nevertheless be an initial period in which
there will be insuffieclent food and raw materlals to g0 round and
satisfy world demands, and 1t will obviously be desirable and
‘necessary during this period %o continue to control prices in
order to avold any possibility of ma jor Inflatlon. But the
continued control of prices should not delay the British
Government in taking steps = at the earllest possible moment -
in all approprlate cases of again putting the organised markets

to their proper work.

At this stage two considerations In connection with
decontrol should be mentioned."

g Though 1t is customary to think of and refer to
commodities generally, and though the law of supply and demand
-operate in all the markets, nevertheless it cannot be too strongly
~ emphasised that 1n their behaviour commodities are extremely
individual, Every commodity has its own peculiar traditions and
suctoms : indeed, customs, traditions and practice in cultivation,
collection, shipment and trading in the same commodity vary
extensively in different parts of the world. Few commoditles,

. therefore, react in the same way to similar treatment, and 1t 1is
escential that the decontrol of each commodity should be considered
individually and in the light of all the conditions and circum-
stances peecullar to 1t. Every organlsed market possesses a wealth
of experience and xnowledge of all the local and general factors
whieh 111l require to be taken into account in returning 1ts
particular commodity into free movement, and the Federation urges
that the polleles to be 'adopted 1n connection with each stage of
-decontrol In each commodity should only be decided after full
consultation with each Trade Assoclation concerned.

A similar poliey should be followed in the case of any
surplus stocks which may be in the hands of the Government’ at the
end of the war. Such stocks were the cause -of conaiderable price
disturbance after the last war, largely owing to the policy. then

adopted of making them available to outside interests whose

subsequent actions pald no regard to orderly distribution. In the
: ppropriate

Atsposal of all surplus stocks, the advica of the a

responsiblé'market organisations should be sought, as the marke ts
w111 ¥now the directlons in whlch any avallable surpluses could be
most advantageously absorbed in the best tnterest of the taxpayer

and of industry, and with the least disturbance to other commodltles.
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Stabillaatlon of Prieee.

The treatment of more important commodities, especilallr
those in universal demand, as they become more freely 'available,
presents greater difficultlee, and willl require skilful handling
1f the general commodity price level 1s not to remain seriously
disturbed for a long time. The broad objective which all desire
would be a level of prices which, while not too low to prove un-
remunerative to efficient prlmary production would not.be too hig}k

to discourage efficient consumption,

In the abnormal conditions which may be expected to
continue for some time after the war when' politiecal, as largely
as economic considerations are 1likely to influence poliey, it 1s
possible that, in order to eliminate factors which might accentuat
unduly large rises or declines in prices, the temporary expedlent
of Nationally held Buffer Pool stocks might be adopted which, if
administered by really expert bodles representative of producing,
consuming and market intereate presided over by neutral Chalrmen,
could be’ of consliderable assistance in the casg of certain

commodities.

The prilces so maintained, however, would be arbltary
prices and the practical course for a country such as Great Brital
which will require to6 rebuild and extend:its oversea trade, would
be to devise and adopt flexible.plahs of maximum and minimum price
for raw materials which would. permit the free movement of suppliecs
through their normal channels- and thereby dispense with the need
for any such restrictive devices. as Buffer Pools, If this latter
- shggestion was adopted it would result in the ultimate building up
of stocks which must be carried at the source, and by merchants
and in factories, thus ensuring rapid and economie distribution.

. Ultimately prices must find thelr real economic -level
and any schemes which have for their purposes the greater
stabllisation of such prices, 1.e., economle prices, must always
keep in view the equation of supply to demand under competitive
conditions: and in the long run the only safeguard which will
protect producers and consumers from violent price movements 1s
knowledge of all the factors which affect thils ecuation. Produce
and Commodity markets cammot cause price trends any more than they
can cause trade cycles, Their operations reflect the day to day
price fluctuations, which sometimes accentuate, and sometimes
countoract, the general trend, Reasonable permanent stability of’
economic prices will only be achleved through the development and
diffusion of more sclentific knowledge In each industry in order
that production can be more intelllgently planned to meet consumin
needs, Sectional interests representative of producers, consumers
and markets have 1in the past undertaken a great deal of study and
research in the effort to increase stabllity, but little attempt
hitherto has been made to pool -and co-ordinate the information

they have obtailned.

~===0000000 ===~
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SAIES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMBBUSH, SYDNEY. .

éggregate pennings of sheep increase.

A further increase in the aggregate pennings occurred in
August. Supplies totalled 318,559 head, representing about 46,000
more than was available in July. The increase. in the numbers
garketed was confined to lambs, grown sheep again showing a
ecrease. ¢

Quality very falr.

The quality of the wethers aand eWeSs continved to improve,
many lines of good to prime shorn descripcions being included, but
most of the woolly sheep were Of medium brads standard with only
odd lots of prime. Wethers and ewes received throughout the period
totalled 133,197 head or about 17,000 less than during July.

Shoep values fluctuate.

Generally, values for sheep showed & -good deal of
irregularity. At the opening sales, prices of most classes showed
an easiocr tendency and at the following auction the market was from
1/- to 1/6 ‘per head cheaper, _Lefer a.much firmer tone was noticed
but values did not hold and all classes of shecp wore ‘again from
1/- to 2/- cheaper. Rates did not alter app aciably untll late in
the period when an improvement of 1/= toqz/z.por*hqad occurred.,

The market closed very firm with the cost of mutton ab about the
average of that prevailing at the commencement of the month. The
following representative sales are an indication of prieces trends

over tho perlod:

Opening Sales.

Good tradc 46 lb. wothers ’skin 1/3) made 26/10 each or 6ad por lb.
n n 42 1b. ewes @ 9/_;_ il 28/10 " i 5%d non

Firat Week.

Good trade 46 lb. wothors (skin 8/6) made 31/7 each or 6d per 1lb.
" i 45 1b, ewes ( i 11/__) n. 30/’1 i bt 5.%d N

Second Weck.

Good trade 46 1b. wethers (skin 1/3) made 26/1 sach or 6gd per 1b.
n-. M 45 1b. ewes f Sﬁ; QD oA
" ncavy 56 lb, wethers { -4 % L ST L TR

Third Weeck.

Good trade 40 1b. wethers Eskin 10/6) mode 32/2 angh or 6%d per 1b.
it i 38 1b, ewes i Gd)g r;, WAL B WS non



"
Fourth Wesk.

Good trade 46 1b. wethers (skin 6d) made 27/1 each or 7d per 1b,
] i 46 1b, ] ( 1 1/6 =N 28/4' ] n ng n n
n n 42 1b, ewes { . ®ave n 20/8 n ." S%d noon

Mutton again cheaper.

The average cost per pound was not so high.as during th
previous month, heavy wethers making to 7d and light to 72d per i
or about {d per lb. below the highest rate paid last month,
Generally, however, wethers were obtainable at 54d to 62d and
5&d to 7d per 1lb. for heavy and light, respectively, Rates for e
wero 4d to 5id for heavy and 42d to 53d for light with odd lots
the former costing 53d and thei latter 6d per 1b., At times, weth
sold to 40/- and ewes to 36/- per head, ‘but mostly values ranged
from 22/~ to 36/- per head for good quality sheep with shorn
descriptions at comparatively lower levels.

Increased yardings of lambs,

An increase occurred in the number of lambs marketed o
the period, aggreogato pennings comprising 185,362 head or about
64,000 more compared with July offerings. Although summer lambs w
fairly well represented suckers were available in much larger
‘numbers, more particularly towards the close of &the period, Medi
trade lambs were numerous but good trade %o prime grades.were als
well in evidence, Suckers gonerally made a very falr showing and
although occasionally on the plain side, .many lots of prime were
included. Soveral drafts werc of excoptlonally good :guality.

«Lamb market irregular,

The lamb market goncrally was irregular despite the fact}
that demand for the most part was fairly streng. Early sales mostl
showed 1little change in value: bub later o cheaper market prevall
prices deelining by from l/u to 1ﬁ6 per head. Rates, however, aga
improved but did not hold and mést classes .of lambs were 1/- to 2
lower, Little appreciable change occurred until towards'the end o
the period then an increase of from 1/~ to 2/« btook place, waile
the closing auctions a further glight increase in recalisations was
manifest, although the best rates of the openlng sales warc not :
maintained. In the following sales some' indiedbion 0d the. fluctua
In values is given:- o y B

Opening Salss.

‘Prime 36 1lb, suckers (skin 3/3) made 53/2 eceh or. 934, per 1b,
Good heavy 40 1lb. lambs (skin 7/6) made 55/11 sach or 8%d per lb.{

Firat Wegg

Good trade 36 1b. " v oy M. 0dg M

Prime heavy 44 1lb. suckers ;sgln'%ﬁﬁi made 36/6 cach or 8%d per
" heavy 38 1b. lambs i

4 oy / - ‘jl 2 M
L g R B fiogdg ®
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Second Week

s

Good trade 36 1b; suckors (skin 3/6 'ﬁaéébé§7§réach 6f é%d per lb.
hoavy 45 1lbs lambs IV R L - - L
" ° 40 1b, suckers ( " 3/9) ‘" sofr ‘M " e " "

. Third Week

Prime 35 1lb. suckers (skin.ﬁ/e) made 28/11 each or 8%d por 1lb.

. Good tradc 36 lb. lambs (skin 7/=) mado 32/2 each or 83 per 1b.

_ Fourth Week \
" Good trade 35.1b, suekers (Skiﬁ-s/s made 29/9 cach or 94 per 1lb.
o KR R - b et L (oW -3/6 " 29/4 M n ogégn n
" heavy 46 lb. lambs (" g fger Moot Sy 10 0 =M v%d A

Lamb priceé decline.

A further downward movement was apparent in-the cost per
pound of all suckers and lambs, In July, lamb cost up to 103d per 1lbyd
but the highest prilce paid in August was 983 per 1lb. For the greater
part of the period good to prime 1light lamb and suckers were obtalned
at 8d to 8%a per lb, with odd lots making from 94 to 94d, Heavy
deseriptions were worth from 7%#d to 8344 per 1lb., although at times
82d to-9d was paid., Plain and medium grades were secured at relatively

~ lower levels.

Light supplies of cattle.

Due principally to seasonal shortages which have been
aggravated by adverse weather conditions; cattle truckings during
August, 1944, were the lightest for some time, The aggregate for

‘the nine sale days was 10,077 head, including 1,125 auectioned 1n

the store section., '‘Quality generally was only’fair, although on
geveral-sale days the standard was above the average, The proportion
of grown stock avallable fluctuated considerably but, for the mos t
part, 1t was very small. The adverse pastoral position continued in

-many parts of the State but rain afforded considerable relief in

northern sections -whero conditions are now more favourable.

Bullock values reach high level.

Numbers of bullocks forward each sale day varied

- gonsiderably but truckings generally were limited and comprised

chiefly light and medium welghts of good trade quallty. Occasional
prime drafts were avallable but heavy descriptions were noticed
chiefly in odd lots. A dearer morket was evident from the o ening
gale when medium weight bullocks wore. quoted at 60/->to~sﬁ/e and
1ight from 54/- to 60/- per 100 1b. Values at subsequent markets

wore mostly above these rates and on the final sale day the peak
. for many. years wag reached. On this-occasiqn'Only‘SSI-cattle were
1 availablo in the fat gséction, &nd equivalent valpéswoﬂ some

descriptions ‘rose to about 80/~ per 100 1lb.
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Poor showing of beef cows T

’ f' : The bulk 'of the supplies of cowg forward during

= August cohsisted of dairy stotk, beef breeds mostly' making a
poor showing, Consignments generally comprised light and medium
weights of medlum to fair trade description with prime heavy |
sorts usually available in odd lots only.

The opening market was wery strong and quotations
ranged to 56/- per 100 1b., or about on par with the peak level
of the previous month, These values were not maintained, howeve
during the subsequent three weeks when the highest rate was 49/
per 100 1lb. During the final week values rose sharply, quotatio
reaching ‘as high as 62/~ per 100 1lb., A typical sale at the clos
was a' line of prime Devons welghing about 475 1lb. which realise
£14.9.0 per head or 60/~ per 100 1lb. On a per head basis over
£20 was secured for some heavy dairy breedsa:.

Heifers scarce.

On most sale days heifers were écdrce ind when more
adecuate supplies were available they comprised chiefly light-
weights of falr to good trade standard.

3. Quotations reached 56/~ per 100 1b. early in the peri
and then the market remained steady at from 47/- to 54/-, It was
difficult to gquote this class‘of stock during the final week

owing to meagre suppliecs but rates were reported to have reached

67/~- per 100 1b.

Strong demand for vealers.

: Supplies of vealers werc variable but most yardings
were light, Good trade to prime descriptions. were usually
difficult to securc and on many occasions small inferior guality
beasts comprlsed the bulk of the pennings,

] Rates were ma:ntained at a high levélzand the lowest
maximum noted during the period was 68/~ per 100 1lb. At closing,
quotations ranged to about 82/- per 100 1b. '

Cattle values highest for many years,

STy The extreme rates_notéd for cattle during July, 1944,
were exceeded in August when values generally reached the peak
level of recent years. : Sl . _ '

- Pig supplies increase. . e

Increased numbers of pigs were submitted at auction
during August, pennings aggregating 11,208 head for the five
sale days, ‘Of this number, 7,718 were received by rail, while
an additional 1,860 pigs were disposed of by private treaty.

__-—_»—J
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on the fourth sale day 3,071 head were yarded which constituted
the largest daily total since,. February, 1942. On the following
saleé day, however, .only 1,550 head were received. Weather
conditions were partly responsible for these fluctuations,

Irrepsular markets for bDaconers..

Bhoconers continued in.heavy .supply and guality, for the
most part, was satisfadtory,,All welphts were represented but the
percentage of extra heavy sorig was variable, On the fipst ‘sale day
of the period the showing of extra-heavy baconers wag probably the
best ‘ever seen at Homebush, Later, however, .consignmente of this
class of plg were relatively lighter. A falrly firm marke toruled
during the first half of the month and when supplies declined on
the third sale day values reached the peak for the period. On &

.per headd basls prices ranged to £7.13,6 -while the eguivalent of
93d per 1lb. was secured for most descriptions ranging in welght
. fpom 100 ‘to 180 1b., At the next sale day values receded by 5/-

to 10/- per head following the penning of 3,071 head of pigs.

Supplies were considerably lighter at the final auctions; never-
thelegs values showed a fucther declineg owing to restricted
competition following action by the authorities to reduce prices
to guaranteed levels, Rates on this occasion ranged chiefly
from 8 d to 9d per 1lb. :

Prime backfatters_qcarcé.

Backfatters were in relatively short supply, particularly
prime heavy welghts which at times were notioced in odd lots only.
The market was falrly steady throughout the perilod and rates for
both 1ight and heavy descriptions ranged o 62d per 1lb, Values
were slightly lower at closing. 4 Pl g

Porkers in light supply.

Consignments of porkers were mostly light and comprised
chiefly medium and heavy weights of fair to good trade standard.
Values, as usual, were very jirregular, rates rangin§ from 74 to
11id per 1lb. The extreme “prices of the previous per\gd_were-not
maintained. : ,

: ; G.co'&‘J;Wo
—ﬁ-fOOQOOOOHT—-- g
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ALEXANDRIA RATIWAY GOODS YARD
AND SUSSEX STREET SAILES.

Tasmanian potatoes scarce.

Supplies of locally=-grown potatoes at Alexandria Goods
Yard continue to be very light. The monthly total was 3,228 bapgs
which Included 753 bags of seed. Supplles were mostly from
Crookwell with a few lines from the Taralga, Millthorpe, Orange
and Raleigh dlstricts. Tubers from Victoria mainly consisted of
new Carmans and Snowflakes, supplies amounting to 20,362 bags
compared with 11,931 bags last month. The bulk of the arrivals
was made avallable for general trading purposes, about 3,000 bags
being taken over for essential-'services.’ With the exception of
about 160 bags, it was necessary to regrade owing to glassy ends
and mlxed sizes, although the tubers opened up in very good
condition.

Tasmanian .consignments recelved in Sussex Street showed
a considemnable falling-off. Supplies totalled 58,278 bags of
Brownells, Bilsmarcks, Up-to-Date, Arranchiefs, etc., compared
wich 180,540 bags in July.'A fairly large percentage was taken ov
by the Federal Authorities, Wholesalers'! prices. for local lines
were :=.No, 1 grade £7,17.6, Nos, 2 and 3 grades £7.17.6 per ton.
New Victorlan and No. 1 grade Tasmanian were guoted at the same
rate. Primary merchants' ratez to wholesalers are £1,5,0 per ton
less than the filgures quoted.

At Darling Harbour landing, 25 trucks of new Victorian
Carmans and Snowflakes were received. Local supplies consisted of
6 trucks of Factor seed which were not offered.

Increased supplies of local swedes.

Consignments of swedes to Alexandria aggregated 2,070
bags. Some lots sold early at £9,0.0 to £10,0.0 but values later
declined to £7,10,0 to £8.0,0, Subsequently, however, owing to
short supplles the market firmed to the level previously ruling.

_ Tasmanian arrivals in Sussex Street showed a considerab
falling-off, 5,194 bags arriving as against 14,365 bags in July.
A few sales were made early at £9.0,0 but later rates were reduce

to £8.0,0 per ton.
Carrots. continue in light supply.

The only arrivals of carrots at Alexandria consisted of
about 201 bapgs which were received from Jueensland and were dispo#
of at £12.0,0 per ton. From local centres, 17 bags came to hand
and brought £10.0,0 to £11.0,0 per ton, Tasmanian lines totalled
1,652 bags. £16.0,0 was realised early but later values declinecd
to £11,0,0 per ton. At Darling Harbour landing there were 6 truck§
from Vietoria which brought £12.10,0 per ton.

— IR . |
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Tasmanian parsnips agaih sca@ce.
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There were no arrivals at Alexandrie while Tasmanian
arrivals in Sussex Strect consisted of only 1,409 bags, Rates
were considerably higher sarly in the month when £18,0.0 was
secured but later prices were reduced to £12.,0.0 per ton.

Sweet potatoes from Gueensland,

: .« 1 A small consignment (51 bage) Tfrom (ueénsland realised
£11,0.0 per ton at Alexandriea. u vitse LY

L
o i

Pumpkins sell at higher rates.r

R : Arrivals of Queensland pumpkins at Alexandria comprilsed
115 trucks while 9 trucks and 58 bags, were received from local
centres, These pumpkins met with an exceptionally keen demand
owing to 1light supplles of other lines of vegetables, AL the
beginning of the month salos of ucensland lots werc made at
£10,0,0 whilst in the second week £13,0,0 to £15.0,0 was obtained.
Prices firmed still further when £15.10,0 to £16.0,0 per ton was
secured, Local lots also sold readily at £10,0.,0 to £17,0.,0 per
ton., -Thére were 133 bage recelved in Sussex Street from the
North Coast and some sales: were effected at'£12,0,0 per ton. At
Darling Harbour landing, 8 trneks fromjﬁue@nﬁland‘ﬂere disposed
»of early‘at £12.10+0- and’ later/£16.0.0 pét ton. e

Onions continue exceptionallw scarce. ' i1y
- CPYIY
v+ Thereswere no' ayrivals at’Alexandria during the month,

the onl{ supplies eonslsting of about 50 bags - of - Queensland
brown plekling which arrived at Darling.ﬁarbour.'These were not

offered.” ! -

'/ Consignments of oaten chaf{ decrcase.
Aprivals of oaten chaff at Alexandria amounted to 191
tpucks. In the first three weeks of the period supplies were
fairly heavy, but subsequently supplles showed a conaiderable
falling off owing to the Railways rationing the number of trucks
to be'loaded -at the yarious’country centres. Prices, with lighter

fsﬁ%plies, showed a firming tendency, most lines selling at celling
pates, Cléarances were effected as follows i« Damaged £4,10.0;
medium £5.10.0 to £6.7.6, gzood sound £6.10.0 to £7.10,0; prime
£8,0,0 to £8.15,0. Nine tpucks were submitted at auction, inferior
lots bringing £5.5.4 to £5,10,0, good ‘sound 274040 50 £741:8,

and prime £7.,10.0 per ton. TLater in the month practically all
1ines on offer reached the ¢eiling level of £9.0,0 per ton.

_—

.Wneaten chaff sells at fiim rates.

" L e

L. Thofeivas #¢bcnsidendble: 2adMikES6EPol. tho Sppivels
of wheaten chaff, only 16" tuucks coming to hand. The bulk,
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consisted of prime grade which met good inguiry. A few medium lots
sold at £6.0.0, prime at £8,10,0 with a few at £9.0.,0, whilst chol
moved out:at £9.,0,0 per ton.. . : ﬁ

Lucerne chaff scarcer.

Recelvals of lucerne chaff totalled 513 trucks. In the
first two weeks supplies were.falrly heavy and values were at
lower levels, but later higher rates were obtained, all lines
belng in request, good sound selling at £12.060 to £13.0,0 and
prime at £13,10,0 per ton, o

Lucerne dust and pods,

. Consignments of lucerne pods consisted of 3 trucks and
sales were effocted at £7.15.0 to £8,0,0. Lucerne dust comprised

1l truck and 94 bags. Prime lines were disposed of at £11,0,0 to

£1240,0 with cholce at £13.10,0 per ton, At auction, 29 bags of
prime sold at £12.,3.,4 per ton. - _

Lucernc hay searcer. ,

: -~ Lucerne hay from the Maitland district increased by 5
trucks and totalled 603 trucks., There was a good inquiry for all
lines offering but little alteration was noticed in prices, new
soft green lines selling at £4.0,0 to £6,0,0 with a few at £6,10.0
A few dry lots brought £5,10.0 to £6,10,0 with the bulk at £8,0,C
to £8,10,0, Supplies from other centres showed 'a considerable
falling~off, the total arrivals for the period being 513 trucks,
~ Clearances were made as follows :~ Grassy £5,0,0 to £5.,1040, medium
£7.0.,0 to £8.10,0, good sound £8,0.0 to £9410,0, prime £10,0,0 to
£11,0,0, choice £12,0,0 to £12,10,0 per ton, Dump baled lots of
medium quality brought £6.040 early with good sound realising _
£10,10,0 per ton at closing, Good sound realised £9.0.,0 per ton
at auction, Later in the period supplies deelined and good sound
brought £10,0,0 to £11,0,0 with prime £11.,0,0 to £12.5.,0 per ton.

IExceptionally light supplies of 6aten-hay.'

- Recelvals of ocaten hay agaln showed a sharp falllng-off.
- Supplies conslsted of about 9 trucks as against 242 trucks in the

previous month. All lots on offer, which included 8 trucks of rack,
reallsed the celling rate of: £7,15,0 per ton. One truck of derrick
-pressed arrlved but no rates were disclosed. e Fl

L}

Stgmg sells at, firm rates.:

- Y Arplvals of straw amounted to 36 ‘trucks. Included were
25 trucks of oaten, 10 trucks of wheaten and one truck of rice
straw. Prices were:- Oaten (stalned) £4,15.0,’ good sound £5,0.0
to £6.15,0, prime £6.10,0 to £7.10.,0. Wheaten Inferior £3:0.0 'to
55.10.0, stalned £5.15,0 to £6 9040, Prime L7540 to £7.10,0 per
ton. Rice straw reallsed £5.10,0 per ton. % i :
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Heavy supplles of-wﬁeat avaliab}g.

Arrivals of wheat at Alexandria showed a markéd increase,
54 bags coming. to hand, Supplies sold readily, the bulk being of
f.,a.q. grade, which brought 5/8 and 3/9 per bushel. Two trucks
were submitted at anctior, inferior lots realising 3/4%; inferior
%icﬁ-gps 1/6 with 71 bags of 1line plck-ups selling at’ 3/5 per
ushel, SREIT

Maize pricea harden.

@& g Maize recelved.-atb Alexandria showed a considerable
falling-off, supplles totalling 5,179 bags., comprising 1,644 bags
of yellow and 1,522 pags of whilte from local centres; and 1,765
bags. of yellow, 68 bags of. ped and 180 bags of white - from
Queensland. Dermand was steady. Local lots of, yellow sold ‘to 7/~
with whlte lincs at 6/6 =and 6/10. Saies by auction during the
period inciudeC gmall yellow at 6/9 to 7/%, Queensland yellow

' . brought 6/9 and /-, dmilst at auction yellow sold at n/= and 7/1

and red at 6/11 and 7/- per bushel. Deliveries from the North
Coast arrivin% in Sussex Street increased,t0-1,624,bags of yellow,
which s0ld ch efly at 7/-,por bushele 2 0 L

Oats agalin .very scarce.

Suppifes-at A;exéndria continued to be restricted, only
o trucks and 50 bags coming to hand. These supplies were consigned
. to private buyers and no. priees were disclosed.

wm==0000QQ0===" " [ st

Crep prospects in the' northern half of NevwiSouth Wales
ape very encocuraging; widespread, soaklng rains were recelved
during August and this moisiure, assoclated with mild weather,
has brought about very plecsing growth, lost stands are now good

to exceilent and heavy vields are anticipated in many areas.

. fn the ‘Southern portion of ‘the wheat belt, however, the
position is most anfavourable. Lack of .moisture over an extended
“perilod and very heavy frosts serlously retarded-growth with the
pésult that' crops, in the main, are,unsatisfactory. Very light
and scattéred rains wore recelved in many districts late in
August’ bub only temporary reliefl was'obtaine¢.~crop5'are_now at
a opitical stage and immedlate raln 18 necessary to prevent

many fallures. _

Y O
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY.

Local apples 1n light supply.

ey The principal supplies of apples were received from
‘Interstate ‘sources, Tasmanla and Victoria providing the, greater
proportion. Consignments from South Australia included a number
of varlcties but only Granny Smiths were on offer from Western
Australia. p .

Only small quantities .of New South Wales fruit were
forward., A koon demand ruled for Delicious and Granny Smiths and
the celling price of 21/~'was obtalned for the principal trade
s8izes of fancy grades. Other varietiscs on offer inelude Dougherty,
" Democrat-and Stotesman., ‘Roquest was good for Dougherty packs at
priccs roaching the maximum of 21/~ but the market for Democrats
‘was weak and values easod,:

; Large quantities of interstatc Rome Beauty were on offer
but the quality showed considerable variation. Many lines were over
mature and disposals of this elass of fruit had to be effected to
the best advantage. Cholce packs, however, met a satisfactory
inquiry at up to 20/~ per bushel. Jonathans from South Australia
and Victoria contlnued to come forward and here again the quality
was varlable and the pricc range was wide. Only small lots of
Victorian Delilcious werc obtainable and prompt cledrances wore

effected at tho celling rate of 21/-,

The market for Tasmanian Granny Smiths was firm for large
SLrult, 3-inch packs sclling to 21/~, while 15/« to 20/= was obtaing
for smaller sizos. Owing to a quiet request, Democrat prices had to
be reduced and prior to the close of the month this variety was
available at Q/E to 10/~ per bushel: Rates for Sturmers and
Croftons were also reduced. Inquiry for Western awst Granny Smiths
was well maintained at from 18/- to 21/- per bushel,

Demand for pears quieter.

: y Only small consignments of pears were forward from within
New South Wales, the bulk of supplies being drawn from Victoria.
Stocks included Packham's Triumph, Josephine, Winter Cole, Winter
Nells 'and Beurre Bosc, while small quantities of Beurre d'Anjou,
Keiffer and Glou Morceau werc on eoffor at times. Demand was good
carly in the month but inquiry eascd somewhat 1ator..Nevertholoss,J
the maximum price of :22/=ipor bushel was réalised for most variletio
although lowor;rates ‘had to be accepted for very small sizes and
frult forward in maturity,’ : A

Supplies of Navel oranges declinc - values improve,.

The market for ﬁavel orangés was somewhat irregular until
late in August. Coastal fruilt was well supplied early but request,

|
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except for choice large fruit, was limited and values generally
were easier. Some packs lacked keeping quallty, dpparently as a
result of very wet conditions in the growing areas. The position
Improved appreciably during the-last week 'of the month; keen demand
ruled for the reduced quantitips coming forward and ratos for all
sizes advanced. e B (3 2

The incidence of frost @amage in many packs’ from the
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area adversely affected values, some lines
selling at low rates. Consignments were rolatlively light prior to
the close.of the month grd rates showed a general upward trend,
selectod frult selling to the ceiling level'of 18/~ per bushel.

Improved Iinquiry for mandarins,. -
Demand for Emperor mandarins was keen at times but on
some occasions 1t was very guiet. Chelce fruit generally sold at

gatisfactory prlces; up to 25/~ per bushel was paid and in a few
instances more was realised for tgpecials, Small frult was dull

of salc and low rates had ©O be accepted for some packs.,

Restricted request for lemons.

The lemcn trade for the most pert was qulet. Buylng by

‘retailers wes restricted and little business was transacted for
' factory requiraments. - e

Firm ratas-fggrbdnanasr

I i

Consignments of bananas continued:to be light and agents
had 1ittle difficulcy in disposing of the bulk of supplies at the
maximum rate of 74 per 1lb. : _

Pineapples cheaper.

Bisireskly consignments of pineapples ranged from around
5,000 to over 7,000 cases, The celling of 25/- per case was
obtained early for selected frult, but this price could not be
maintained owing to a resteicted 1lhquiry, Lower pricecs had to be
acceptod, it:belng difficult to obtain 20/- per case, except for
spectal lines, the bulk of business being transacted around 18/~
late in the month. W :

Qther fruits;

Heavier supplies of papaws were received from Queensland
and owing to the immature condition of many lines valueg were lower

passlonfrult for thesmost part were lightly stocked and
pates showed n firmer trend, Fairly large quantities of strawberrios
came to hand from Queensland at tri-weekly. intervals, At times the
berries opened up in good condition while on.Some ocecasions a
congiderable amount of_breakdOWn-Was'in‘evidénce with the result
that much ropacking was-ﬁgﬁcssary.vGenorally.realiaations were very
satisfactory." - S L '
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Peas in short aupply;w

: - Throughout the month the dally arrivals of peas were far
short of trade requirementss On a number of days the quantity
avallable did not approximatc 300 bags, while the heaviest supply
was only about 600 bags. Towards' the close of August hoavy rains
throughout the growing. centres were responsible for a good deal of
damage ;and a large percentage of the peas reaching the market
subsequently were badly discoloured., '

Demand was keen at all times., Stocks were cleared prompt
and the celling price of 23/4 per bushel ruled for all but some
rain-damaged lots, It was expected that supplies would show a go
deal 1f improvement durilng September. :

« Most beans sell at maximum raﬁo.

: The bl-weekly consignments of beans from the North Coast
and Queensland varled a good deal so far as quantities were concer
On Thursday, 3rd August, about 950 packages were forward but by 28t
August the supply had inereased to 3,800 packages. :

e ~ _ There was a keen request and the maximum of 20/= per bus
was pald- for all lots irrespective of quality until just prior to
the close of the month when supplies were more plentiful and buyers
were able to make selections., The quality of the North Coast consig
ment recelved on 28th August varled from choice to low grade and,
excopt for the first-mentloned, prilces could not be maintained,
some lots selling at as low as - per bushel,

Tomatoes dearer. .

The principal supplies of tomatoes came to hand from.
Queensland, the bulk from the Northern part of that State. Weekly
consignments generally excecded 30,000 half cases,

' Small quantitles weie received from the North Coast and
occaslonal lots from local glasshouses were available. ;

The maximum wholesale rate was advanced from 20/— to 24/-
per half-case on Monday, 7th August. This price was obtained for
some cholce packs followlng the announcement of the rise but the
market weakened about mid-August owing to a restricted reguest as
a result of unsettled weather and values fell sharply., With improve
- condltions during.the remainder of the month demand brightened
" appreciably; rates showed a general upward movement and the ceilling
price was obtalned for some choice, coloured lines.

-dCaulirlowefé sell well.

3 . Cauliflowers were falrly plentiful early in the month but
supplies:were relatively light prlor to the close, many growers
Intimating that thelr erop had cut .out, The scarcilty of peas ‘and
the limited quantities of beans avallable were largely responsible

U



for tho genorally good inguiry for this vegetable., Realisations for
cholce "hoads™ were very satisfactory. Up to 36/- per dozen was
obtained and rarely did best 1lines fall below. 24/-.

Values for cabbages ease.

: Cabbages sold well during the flrst two weeks of the
month and satisfactory prices ruled, cholce lots selling to 16/~
per dozen on some days. With a considerable increase in supplies
during the remainder of the periged there was a sharp fall in values
and stocks were difficult to cledr even at low rates, Closing

* values were from 1/6 to 8/~ per dozen, only occasional specials

realising more.

Lettuce scarce.

T Lettuce were in short supply, only small quantitles of
cholcé heads boing obtainable, Prices were yery firm and 20/
per case and even higher was paid for best packs on a number of
occasions. ) . :

Improved request for sweet potatoes.

Sweet potatoecs were siow of sale early in the month and
rates were easier. The shortage of table tubers which occurred
subsequently, however, created a strong demand and practically all
1ines offoring were disposed of at the maximum of 16/~ per cwt.

. t . .R.M.
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The Canadlan wheat erop will total 447,700,000 bushels

 agecording to recent officlal estimates. This figure is approximately

| ——

154 milllon bushels above last year's productlon.

In the Unlted States, the yleld of winter wheat 1s
estimated at 786,000,000 busheis, Durum at 36,000,000 and other
Spring wheats at 294,000,000 bushels,

" The area under wheat in the Argentlne this season 1s
officilally stated to be 15,953,000 acres. This represents ‘a decline
in acreage of 5.2% compared with last season and is attributed to

a prolonged dry spell.” .

“he final official forecast of the all-Indla wheat crop
is 9,690,000 tons from an area of 33,740,000 acres,



. Marketing and Agricultural Economiés, in respect of various
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"WHOIESAIE PRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES |
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W,) DURING AUGUST, 1944,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST,1939,

0 i oo .ihe following table gives pﬁrticulars of ..the rangé of
-prices in Sydney, as.collected and recorded by the Division of

~commoditics for the poriod indlcatod :-

Commodity August, 1944. ' + . B3lst August, 19§
Wheat: Home consumption = : :
Bulk - per bushel 3/11%a (unchanged ) ig/aa
Flour - per ton, . i A Lo 90~ SRS S QPSR
' ' _ ' (plus £2,8,10 tax) """ (plus £6.2.9 t
Bran ‘= W0 £6.0,0 (unchanged ) £4,5,0
Pollard " " £6,0.0 . _ £4,5,0
Eggs = per dozen 2/- to 1/9 ke 1/a
‘Butter (choice) per cwt, . " 169/4 (unchanged) 1 161/2’
" Cheesé: ' ' i
Loaf = per 1b, 1/0%d " 114
Iarge " M 1/- ) 10zd
Special brands per lbe ~‘1/1 to 1/3zd 1/24
N 35 e SRl Y
_ cAugust, 1944 . .., 29thiAugust, 193§
EViEE " From S R SR ' To
Pigs (Abattoir.Sales): ; b, nal s
:Good to prime per head - ! = G st g S
Porkers - v b PR (o : ] i IXR Wi
o BXbrRcIighby 0ot m ot 39/6 RER e B 40/6} -
ol g e g 0 LT R Y0 SOMBITES Sl AgHRr e Hiisoe L aa/8
Medinm.welght - . "7 38/8% " .65/8 il vt gayg Al il soig
Heavy ' 57/6 70/8 et ° 8p/ge T 54/g
Baconers £3,10.6 £7.13, Y Te0/6° © 75/6
. .Backfatters - ., 854540 . - £15.0,0.. . £4,5,0 £8.10,

B P2 ATRS (R Gl aadl (50 o, U
Note : The plg sales nearest 3lst August, 1939,
were those held on 28th August, 1939,

= 000000= ===
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RETUR{ OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPGRTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - JUNE, 1944.

S S T W S Y SR WA —— —

FRUTIT.
§ i Pinoapples | Bananas §  Other i ~Tomatoes b
E STATE ! tropical tropical ¢ Fruit ! half-bushel TCTALS
TR LTI ._E_‘- cages __ ",...,PE‘EP,S + ___cases ' pkgeS. |
Queensland | 14,009 ) 1,066 18,05.’53{?_ 94,633 | 127,761
Vietoria | 58 20 31,094 99 31,271
Tasmania - - i 58,425 | - 58,425
Sth. Aust. E . | 11,809 ‘ = 11,809
Do SN ST SN e 2 T e Sl
§ : . : ' b t
fapenans P 067§ 3,080 ) 119,381 | _ 94,732 | 229,266 j
Note: = Also 132 trays strawberries. &
¥
VEGETABLES.
' S SR "'l" Fotatoes | Onions 7 Swedes | Pumpkins MoBa. & | Cther 1§ '"'ﬂ-]
t STATE ; 4 ! Chillies Vegs. 4 TCTALS |}
SIS ...w.-.*h-.i.. e pﬂaﬁf’.T.Pf.@w.%,., bags ba.g:q‘.rﬂ. pagas ,l —LEBSS, Fr..ﬁPk B8,
Queensland ! 13,265 ! 1f .- E 12,304 1,200 | 4,821 | 51,690 |
¥aataiie | MA,015 | 12,805} 6,958 } - G 41,619 t 132,095
Tasmania 111,247 ! 160 | 6,658 ¢ - ’ 4688 : 122,753
Sth. Aust. 2316 j SIBAB K . ; 2 3 i 12,042 L 16,974
 West A Aust. - ; - - - -
- If'r-v"'r - e D i i ST S Lt e -t- . rF-—-— -——— — - - e - v — e E———
qorats . | 197,841 | 15,282 {15,616 j 12,304 } 1, 209 | 63,270 | 303,512 )



RETURN GF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IMPORTED INTC NEW SOUTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - JULY, 1944.

T S Y T AW R S ——

FRUTIT.

=" F Fineappies - Bananas | (ther| Tomatoes ;_

| sSTATE ,  tropieal | tropical } Fruit }half-bushel} TOTALS

f G cases | cases _ | __cases cases __ i pkges. |

! Queensland + 30,152 E 1748 1 ae, 968}_- 58,109 | 108,972 }
Victoria | 17 : 26 | 56, 140; 1,761 § 57,944 |
Tasmania | , - i 102,049 = 102,049 |

| Sth. Aust. ! - Bz i 24, 2511 A 24,251 |

! West Aust.'i_ TS 1. SO0 R ,L___,__ SIS TR TSR BN

orags | 30,069 | 17es _ison,eos)  so.evo 295,206 |

Note: # 2,034 trays Strawberries.

VEGETABLES.

T —— —— T — " —

L

: ' Po:t,a‘bOes ; Lnions Swedes : “Pumpkinsi  Oucs. & ¢ Cther ! b
y STATE i Chillies} Vegs. |} TOTALS ]
' bags : * _bags bags t cases ! pkges. t pkges. |
e ' G T SRR T SRR g
Queensla 565 29,315 } 2,694 | 8,627.1 41,210 }
Victoria | ,424 | 8, 253 1,113 - N - 55,666*i 84,441
Tasmania ! 200,950 15 272 i = 4,736 | 220,938
Sth. Aust. 2,124 | " 589 E i E = 16,251 12,964 |
West Aust.} < - ! - o= O,
WERRNN i 4 i i o 1
I TOTATS ___} 243,043 \ 8,836 j16,385 ) 29,315 § __ 2,69% } 59 280_| 359,555_}

Note: = 4 tons 11 owi. 2 ars.
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