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HIGHLIGHTS .

The Minister for Commerce has decided, 1in
view of the serious vegetable outlook, to establish a
Committee in New South Wales to dlscuss problems of
preduction and marketing. It is understood that the
Committee will consist of représentatives of Food
Control, the Department of War Organisation of Industry,
Prices Branch, the " ‘“ate Departme~t or Agriculture, ‘and
a representative of the vegetable growers.

It has beon announced that the State Government
has declded to provide an additional £50,000 to assist :
necessltous cereal growers, orchardists, dairy farmers
and potato growers who have suffered because of drought.

The Prices Commissloner hac announced that the
maximum wholesale ‘pricc of rinened bananas sold in Sydney
will be 7d per lb., with an additional 1ld per 1lb. for Lady
Fingor and Sugar varieties. The "celling" wholesale price
for pineapples sold in Sydney will be 24/ ner case.

A Commonwealth Food Conirnl survey discloses that.
a record total of 53,481 tons of tomitoes were processed in
Australla‘during th: season just endc”, which represéents an
inerease of 54% compared with the previous year. '

The I'ederal Government has decided to pay.a fourth
advance of 3d per bushel to growers who contributed to the
No. 5 Wheat Pool (Season 1941/42,, This will bring net
payments to growers for No, 5 Pool wheat to 3/4 .44 per bushel
and means the dlstribution of a further £2 million to

producers.

Rome Beazuty and Stayman's Winesap apples have been
included in the higher "eeiling" pricc group. The new
maximum price of 18/~ per bushel came into effcet on 8th

May, 1944.
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GRADING OF MEAT

(By Messrs. J.R, Willlams and G.C. Coleman,
Division of Marketing anc Agrlcultural Economles.

The Position in the U.S.A.

Meat grading in the United States of America had 1ts -
genesis in 1902 when the Agricultural Exporiment Statlon of the-
University of Illinoils listed and defincd all existing meat desig-
nations. Nothing further transpired, apparently, until 1916 when
the Unitod States Department of Agriculturs, using tho T1llinois
study as a gulde, set up its first tontative standards for classes
and designations of beef. These werc shortly followed by tentatlve
designations for lamb, veal, mutton and pork. The designatlons
werc not intended as quality guldcs to conaumers, but werc planned
mercly to simplify the Govornment's revorting of marketing
information.

In 1923 the buying manager of a large American steamship
11nc doclded to order hils moat according to these grades and thus
become the first consumer to use the service, T had doeided that
somocthing should be done to gatablish a positio. wherc a buyer
could be reasonably cortain that his supplies would be maintained
at a rcquired standard. As matters stood the quality of his orders,
ne in the case of the small individual consumer, varied from day

to day.

In 1926 thesc tontative grades were further examined and
roviscd and subscquently issued as official United Statos standards.
Despitc the fact that grades wero now available to consumcrs 1if
thoy asked for quality 1abollod meat, it was producers, not
consumcrs, who got behind grading and pushed it along.

On 2nd May, 1927, the grading of meat by stamping actually
commoncod. At first 1t was restricted %o Choice and Prime grades
of steor and heifer trhof, By 1928 the vxperiment had proveg
sufficiently successful to include 'Good" grade. A little later il
the service took in all grodes of beef, lamb, veal and mutton of
all classes on a fee basis to cover costs.

Until this stage gredes had been flxed for each class or
type of beef; that 1s, a "good" grade exlsted for instance in each
case for steers, helfers and covs. miis was decemed confusing to tho |
consumer and action was taken to eliminate elass designation in
rotail sclling, although they werc retained on grading certificates
for the information of operctors. This action also guarded against
the donger of unscrupulous denlors selling a grade of one class
when a similar grade, but of another class of beef, was requestod.

Beef thus became graded for rotall selling on the basis -
of quality, finish and conformation and in respecet of flve grades,
viz,, Prime, Cholce, Good, Cormmerclal and ;7 MUl PR /Quality...
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Quality 1is defined as colour,. texturc, graln and dogree of
marﬁiing of the beef,

Finish 1s judged on tho gquantity of rat,lits colour, characte
—ond the way 1t is distributed in the out of Hoef.,

Conformation is the gonoral "build" And appearanee of the becf

Yor ‘consumers 1its importances lics in the faet that a cut

ating high in conformation has a large proportion of edibls
meat to bone. :

Primo : Produced only from spoeially fed and well-bred steers
and heifers. Quantity is limited and it 1s used almost
excluslvely by hotels, restaurants and clubs,

Choice: Highest grade of beof commonly available to consumers
- Cuts are usually relatively fat and requirc considerable
trimming.

Good ¢ Meets needs of consumors deciring best quality at
mclerate prices and is sold in all scctions of country
throughout year. Carries sufficion; fat for average needs.
From this grade down the manner of cooking requires
attention. Tougher meat can become ..ore tender with proper
cooking.

Commercial: For consumers able to buy beef only if vrices arg
below average. Has very little excess fat. Includes reclatlw
young cow beef.

Utility: Lowest Governmment graded meat usually available f§
consumers, Ineludes meats which arec not tender, but which cap
be. made palatabl: by carcful and iuiginative ccoking.

Grades for the kinds of meats remaln unchanged. For ved
lamb, mutton they are:- U.s, Prime, U.3. Cholce., 1/.S, Good, U.S.
Medlum and U.S. Plain. Medium and Plain for thesc meats correspen
to Commercial and Utlillty Grades for beef.

Nelther the Government nor producers claim that the grif
has reached final perfection. Experisncc hos shown, however, thavp
present grades are a fairly dependable guide tp quality for consil
and arc a greet advance ovor gradcs that vary with the house thatf
'sells the meat. The grading source recches Into all important medf
packing centres and In respoct of becf recpresents about 10 per céf
of the total amount of meat Federally inspocted for wholosomencséf
(as at June, 1940). The percontage is slightly lower for other |
kinds of meat. Meat grading 1s voluntary and any retciler can sofp
Government graded mea' by ordering 1t from his - slesaler.

Grading 1s carried out by traincd experts and costs abl
three-hundredths of a cent a pound. Jhe grade marks a.'p%ear over 4
over agaln on the whole longth of any roat carease as U,S, Cholcd

J o el
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or whatever the grade might be., A round purple stamp on a carcase
indlcates that 1t has been inspected and passed i, the U.S, Govern-
ment as fit for human consumption. '

Grading Mect in New Zealand.

The grading of mcat in Yew Zealand was recently provided
for by the 1ssue of regulations under Sectlon 26 of the Board of
Trade Act of 1919, Information:furnished by the Director=-General of
Agriculture of New Zealand indicates that the issue of the regulat-
ions followcd a serles of confcrences organised by the Now Zealand
Standards Institute at which all interestcd partiess wore roproschted.
The various grades and classes of meat to which prices, as flxed by
the Price Tribunal, would apply, was determined at these meetlings.

It was declded that grading of the carczses be carried out
at the cbattoirs which deal with practically all meat consumed
loc:1lly. Definitions 1n regard to the v:»ious joints and cuts of
meat were also agreed upon. As regerds the actual branding it was
decided to . adopt a gystom of colour mark! ; of the carcases at the
point of slaughter, the distinetive grade mark belng applied by
trained porsonnel. Graders have been. appointed at principal centres,
but at the smaller abattolirs speclal tuitlon has been given to meat
inspectors who will act in a duwal capacity.

_ In December, 1943, the gyotem was in operation in the
Wellington abattolr district, all meat consumed thoreln boing
graded- and marked at point of slaughter. It 1s anticipated that
grading will be applicd to all abattoir~ in the near futuro, Meat
intended for exvort fi New Zealand 's 3ubject to a speecial
marketing order issued in 1941, but stock for local consumption is
marketed in tho normal manney by auction, :

The grading specification specially cmphaslses that the
object of the scheme 1s not to prejudice the sale of moatb of any
particular grade hHut to entble purchasers to distingulsh one grade
from anothor and o secure thot whichi besi suilts their requirements,

Th¢ spocification issucd under the rogulations defines in
considerable detall the jointe and cuts of veal, beef, pork, lamb and
mutton, Ce.g., Rump Steak =~ Rump ateak shall be a cut of steak taken
from betweon the rump mmucklc bone of the buttock and the point of
the hip bore. Fore Quarter Mutton - A whole forequarter shall be the
join* comprising the fore log, the ncck, and shoulder, It shall
extend up to and inclvde the fourth rib. The spoc -flcation also
defines corned meat, dilpping, lard, sausage-mo. | suet and tripse,
etc. ’ :

The various grades are as follows:i=

Veal: First grade, second ,rade and bonor.

BeeT: First, sccond and third grade.

POTK : First, socond and boner.

Tamb : First and second /EoggetSees.
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Hoggot ¢ First.
- ont: - Pirst; socond, third and bonor.

The specificction defines the various classes of anima
such as cow, heifer, ox, barrow, wethor, otc., while the various
grodoes are indicated in considerabls detail, e.ge.,

_ First Gradc Beof':

(2) General requircrients - the carcases shall be of oxen
or heifers. i :

(b) Conformation = the carcases chall be heavily and
uniformly fleshed throughout. The rounds and loins
shall be well developed and rounded. The chucks
shoulders and plates shall be thick and well floshed.
The ‘neck and shins shall be relatively short.-

(¢) Finish, The carcasc shall be almost entirely ccvered
With smooth fat, Cod (or udder),. kidney or altch fats
shall be abundant but not excessive. The fat sh.ll be
firm and ereamy in colour. The flc. shall be flirm an
of good colour,

First Grade Lamb.

(a) General requirements: The cu cases shall be of ewe or
wether lambs of either Down breed or cross=breed.

(b) Conformation: The legs and loins shall be full and
compact. The forc quarters shall be fine,

(¢) Finish. The flssh shall be light in colour and firm,
Interlarded with fat,.The fat shall be uniformly
white, Only o slight colour tinge of yellow shall be
allowed, The carcase genor:lly shall be pleasant to
the touch and the fat {lirm and smooth,

In regard to the actual branding it o provided that
overy carcase of frcsh moat which has been graled shall be brandé
by rieans of an inked roller drawn down each side of tho carcasc.
The specification indicates both in writing and by diagrans how
and where thesc lines shall be drawn in connection with each
rospective grade, It is also provided that the lincs or stripes
roprosonting the various grades in each class shall be of a
difforcnt colour, e.g.s; firat grade beef shall be marked 'n red.

When any joint or cut docs not bear thc grade, brand
mark assigned to the carcase from which it was severcd, 1% 1s
ncecessary to display a ticket or placard clearly indicatlng tho
grade iIn question. -

. Frozen carcascs apparently are not - anded, but arc
' - /marked.. ..
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morked with a ticket bearing the word "frozen" in addition to_the
rospoctive grade. It 1s also bnglicd that no frozen meat shall be
sold by retail unless the word "frozen" 1s clearl indicated on o
ticket, The sale of any joint or cut of boner grade meat for human
consumption 1s prohibited. Rotallers nre obliged to prominontly
display a notice indicating tho varlous grades and facsimiles .of
the proscribed brands. aiee :

What of Australia?

The question of grading mecat in Australia is ono that has
beon cxercising the minds of many of those Interested in the industr
for some timay, but so far little has been done In thls direcction, 1
although it 1s understood that a medified form of grading has operat
in Queensland during the past few yoi.rs, At times the questlon has
rosolved 1tself into one particular aspoect of grading, such as the 1
branding of lamb. ;

Prior to the fixation of colling prices, valucs of the
rospective grades of stock found tholr own level nt tho saleyards,
and the need for a system of grading was, in the valn, for the
purpose of preventing the cxploltation of the consumer and aldlng
in the building up of uwniformity in quallty and improving selling
mothods at the retail ond, Conforming to the Government's desire to
stabilise values, the Priccs Commissioner has, with fow oxceptions,!
been obliged to fix celling price levels for various types of nsat, |
irrespective of quality owing to the absence of grading standards.
Theoretically, of course, the celling level should operate in respec
of prime quality and plalner grades of beef or mutton should sell at
rates correspondingly lower. With a commodity -in short supply,
however, there is a tendency for the maximum price to becomc the

minimum.

Since price control has been in opera.. o1, the tendency ha
becomc more and more markcd for a reduction in the margin betwoen
the solling values of plain and prime stock, this being particularly
noticoabls with cattle. Some margin, of course, stlll exists, bub it
1s possible that in the fubure thils will shrink still more following
the. fixing of maximum retail prices 1n r. pect of various cuts of
meat which began to operate on 17th January, 1944, Hitherto, maxlmum
prices for the various cuts were fixed at the rates ruling in the
various shops as at February; 1943. A stipulated rate for each cut
was not then determlned bubt butchers were roguired to submit .
schedules showing the prices charged by them on 26th Fobruary, 1943,
and thoy were not allowed to oxcecd the prices on these schedules
so that the prices varied at the diiferent shops.

The fixing of prices of a com odity such as meat wilthout
some sound and practic I method of carcuso grading has to somo exten
militated against the achievement of the objeotives of price control
and tho consumer 1s still cpen to exploitation, Tt should be
understood, of course, that many butchers may ba requircd to pay
high prices.for other than bost quality meat from wholesale operator

/Who «ee

-

At T LR Y T TRy
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who have been obliged to do likewise owing to the fact tThat

they are required to buy on the open market.

The view has been sxprassed ‘that grading ls a nocessit
under normal peace time conditlons und it seoms that it is no
less a vital requirement in war timo.

There 1s a . wther angle “o the quostion which 1is
becoming inercasingly apparont and vhich h.s been indicated 1in
the foregoing., If roturns rocoived from the sc’c of prime stock
do not show a reasonable margin’ above reulisaticns for plalner
deseriptions, stock raisers will have loss incentive to undorta
the production of « standard of quality capable of compoting
favourably with that of other meat-producing countriecs on
overscas markets,

As alroady indicated, the presont tendoney, in mony
instances, is for the various gradss of quality to sell at pricog
approximating the fixed coiling lovel .nd the producor of good
aqualit; stock is thus placcd at a dlsadvantage.

It 1s fclt that a systom of moat grading, if introduce@
would be ealculated.’o glve tho best roturn tec -~ “oducors -of the
best quality and thus rcsult in' a gonoral impeo.cment in the
standard of our flocks and herds,

= 4 A grading schemo of tho kind would ensurc that tho
consitmer would not be paying for an artislc inferlor in quality
to the onc demanded. Thoe housowifc woul @ also be educated in thep
value of the differcent cuts from a dictary standpoint and thelr
utllisation, - = -

0000000 ==

The Commonwealth Government has announced that it has
been declded to pay s subsidy of 2§d » sallon on all milk prod
for direct human ¢oi. miption in th> Sydney Milk Board's collect
zone, inclusive of miik produced in tho zone and sold for human
consumption outside the Sydney metropolitan arc~. The subsldy
will be rotrospective to Apr1l 17, and will op .ate for five
months . ' -

This will place the producera! returns In Sydney on
a basis of 1/8 a gallon delivered to thc eity during the winter
months. ' -

; | | }
The Milk Board, by majority report, aftor public inqu

had recommended payment of a gubsidy of 3gd a galion on mlilk

‘delivored at factories within the Board's zone. '
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SAIES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOME3USH, SYDNEY.

Supplies of sheep and lambs fall-off substantially.

The number of sheep and lambs availlable during April
showed a considerable decline when compared with the previous

month's aggregate. Supplies during the period amounted to 313,813,

representing a decline of approximately 102,000 head.

Plain sheep numerous.

: The yardings of wethers and cwes totalled 172,287 head
or about 54,000 less than were offered durlng the previous month.
The quality generally could only be regarded as failr; plain sheep
comprised a falr proportion of the cons ignments, while good numbors
of modium tradec sorts werc also included. Occasional drafts of
prime heavy shecp were offerod but supplies fell far short of
buyers'! needs. Falr to good 1light trade sheep were moderately
roprosented, ;

Market 1rregular.

The market for grown sheep displayed a good deal of

“Arregularity. While values ruled fairly steadily at opening sales,

the following auctions were characterlsed by a strong upward trend,
prices advincing by from 1/= to 3/- por head. This improvement,
however, was lost on the next sale day, Subsequently priccs
advanced by 1/~ per head but again doelined by from - to 2/~ per
head. For a time rates held reasonably steady but at closing
auction values agaln improved by from 1/- to 2/~ per head. Plain
and inferior grades o sheep were for the most part dull of sale
and on several oeccasions difficult to dispose of.  In review1n§
the month's operations, the following representative sales wil

' serve as a gulde.

First.Weok
 Good heavy 52 1b. wethers (skin 7/6) made 24/9 each or 44 per lb.
o o 56 lb. " " 10/6) " 2 " o o48q n ¥
W et 48 Th. aWeli o (Mare/8) M AR/s P & 54d BT
. e %0 Xbe - " [ Tia/e) . TR e T

Second Week

Good trade 42 1lb. wethers {skin 10/6; made 25/1 each or 43d per lb.
n " 46 1b, owes d T D) ® Ry WO Sgd; noon

Third Weck

mdo 26/1 each or 4gd per 1bs.
n 18/3 . " n 3kq " "
n 25/3 n " 3%d W
/Fourth .ee.

" - tpade 42 1lb. owes )
®  hoavy 50 1b. wethers ( " 10/~

) 220
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_Fourth Week

foed L-ad2 46 1b.-wethers (skin 7/6) made 23/9 each or 43d per 1
" <6 1b, ewes ° I“ #.8/-) " 19/6 " L . <

Cost of mufton ﬁirtually uﬂchﬁnged.

Although priées fTluctuated somewhat, the average cost
mutton when compared with:that of'*the provious month was for :the
part substantially unchanged, despite the fact that light wether
realised to 5d and heavy to 4%Zd per 1lb, Generally good to prime
1light wothers were worth from 3%d _to 43d per 1b., and hoavy 3id t
43d. Heavy cwes sold as high as 53d and light to 4d per 1lb., but
oporators mostly paild from 23d to 33d for good hoavy grades and

2d to 3%d for light doscriptions. , Other gradcs of. sheep cloare
at lower levels, oL '

Lamb in roduced supply.'

The number of lambs awvallable was considerably below
total offered in March, supplies for th. poriod amounting tof
141,526 or a decline of about 48,000 head, the most noticeable
falling-off occurring towards the end of the month. Summoer lamb
again comprised the bulk of the yardings, whiloc plain to medium
grades wore numerous. Generally good to prime light lambs wero
short supply but lambs from 36 1b. upwards (drossed) were falrly
well supplied. While many satisfaetory lots weérc auctioned, lamby
gonerclly lacked the nccedssary finlsh to be rogarded as prime.
lots of oxtra good heavy lambs were lncluded.

Prices fluctuate.

A kcen demand generally prevalled for good to prime
but in common with the grown sheep market pricecs of lambs fluct
considerably. At times values reached fairly high levels, In the
following rccord of actual sales, some 1Indleation of tho varlablyg
state of the market 1s giveni=

Firét_chk

mado 25/2 each or 7d per 1b.
n .25/— " PNy

'Good trade 36 1b. lambs Esk%n 4/6
e '50/4 noon -S%d non

" 32,1b. 3/6
" heavy 44 1b. " ( " g/~

.. '‘Second Week

Good trade 32 1b. lambs (skin -; made 23/9 cacii or 7%d per 1b.
" heavy 40 1b. /W (R 5B L Y  25/8. .8 48 ‘gd Rud

. Third Week

Good trade 34 1lb, lambs.?ékin Q/F; made -25/2 each or 72& por 1b,
Prime heavy 38 1b. lambs( " 5/-) " 27/k0. " " 7 iy
5 /Fourth ....- I
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Fourth Weel:

B bweds OB Ths - % ( «wioaifads W SRDe.-t oW N

Good hocvy 38 1b, lambs (skin 5/- made 25/= each or aég per 1b,
n n
n 3% 3 I. M (v afe) w 25/m W M TE

n '

Higher rates for lamb.

Although a varlable markot prevailed the average cost
per pound for lamb was highor than during the preceding month. At
times, prime light lambs roachoc to 82d por 1lb. as comparcd with
84 in March, but on the othor. hand prices roached as _low as 6%d
per 1b, Mostly, however, good light lamb cost from 62d to 7sd per
" 3b. Prime heavy lambs sold_to 72d per 1lb. and at times extra heavy

grades worc obtalned for 52a but generally the heavyweight lamb
realised from 64 to 6%d per 1b, :

Very few hoggets werc available but when offering
prices ranged from 433 to 554 por 1lb., according to quality, At
times drafts of outstanding quallty ware cleared at 6d per 1b,

Cattle supplies maintained.

Cattle truckings during April, with few exceptions,
continued to be consistently heavy. The aggregate for the seven
sale days was 1£,397 head, of which 2,274 were auctioned In the
store section, Quality generally was again most variable and a
substantial proportion of the vardings comprised lightweight
stock of a very unsatisfaetory quallty standard, At times,
however, particularly early in the period, tho proportion of good
quality cattle was wexpectedly high 'n view of the further
deterioration of th pastoral pos!tion in the State, rainfall
during April again being very disappolniing in most districts.

Tt is understood, however, that many prcducere are now consigning
cattle for marketing which, 1f a more farouratle, season, would be

held until the winter months «

Bullocks firm.

Bullocks continued in comparatively 1ight supply with
good trade descriptions prodominating. Many inferlor bullocks
were noticed but prime 1lines occasionally made a good showing.
Heavy bullocks were scarce put medium weighkts comprised a
substantial proportion of the consignments.

A firm market ruled and fluctuations were of a minor
character. Quotatiors at ¢losing werc:=- Heavy *4/- TO 47/=,
modium weight 46/- to 50/=, llght 47/- to 5.;- per 100 1lb. On
most sale days, however, lightweights roalized to 52/~ per 100 1b.

Quality of steers varidble{

Steers agaln werc plentliful thfoughput the period but
therc...
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there was a considerable variation in quality. On occasions plalg
and medium descriptlons corprised a subitantial proportion of tih
pennings. Generally, .. ghtweights prodominated.

Demand wus steady and throughout the greater part of #
month quotations for good to prime descriptions ranged from 47/4:
to 54/- per 100 1lb. Values showed a temporary decline of 10/~ pf
head on the filnal sule days : ' i

Prime cows firm.

Truckings of cows Wero very uneven both as regards
numbors and quality. Quality mostly, ranged from fair to good tri
The proportion of heavy sorts offered was variable, The market |
romalned steady for prime deseriptions, heavy cows generally beigsl
quoted to 43/~ and lightwoights to 44/- por 100 lb. A falr dogle
of fluctuation, however, was noticed iIn rates for othor grades @&
quality.

* Improved values df‘heifers.

Helfers made a very fair showing, although lightwelght
comprised the bulk of the supplics. Towards the close of the moil
truckings fell off and prime descriptioc:.. were noticed, chiefly
in odd lots, 2 s ' R

Values increascd. compared with the March rates. Quotat¥
ranged to 53/~ per 100 1b, during the first half of the period HF
on the final sale day equivalont rates covering good to primo
quality ranged from 43/- to 51/~ por 100 b ;

" Vealors plentiful.

- " Vealers wer2 woll supplicd, good trade medium weights
predominating. A stronger market ruled during thc first half of
period and values reached 63/= poer 100 1lb« Dema 1 weakened some
later, closing quotations being 53/~ to 58/= per 100 1b.

Further reduction in plg supplies.

, ' Due principally to the Easter holidays the number of I§
submitted at auetion during April showed some reduction, the toW
belng 8,258 head of whiéh .6,219 ere roceived by rail, Pigs

disposed of by private treaty aggregated 640. _

' As indicated in the previous issus of the Review, nunigs
‘of pilgs awalting slaughter at the close of March werc accumulatiss
The position was aggravated by the shorter killing periods at
Eastér and on the first sale day of the month | market was U
adversely affected. By the middle of April, howecver, the posltitgs
had inproved greatly. Later, the Abattolrs were able,to handle
falrly promptly all plgs arriving ior slaughter., It is understo®
that the Abattoirs were kecping pace with arrivals at th? clos@

of .48



y—_
b=

= 4 TS
of tho month, about 850 hood dail¥ boing kllleds

4
A
'ﬁ'l&rkqt for baconers mostly firm. .

Baconors werc woll supnlied throughout the period and

all woights wore reprosented. The proportion of cxtra heavy

doseriptions, howecver, varioed conc ldopnbly from salc day to salo
ime ‘but,-for tho |

day. Quality ranged gencrally from fair trade to pr
most .part, good tradc gorts greatly predominated. A notiecable
percontoge of the cond ignments arrived 1n an over-fat condltlon
and 1t 1s the desirc of the Governmont that the production of this
type. of pig be discouagod. On ‘the final salc L " an outstanding
Ebﬁonainnmcnt of 220 heavy to pxtroa-hoavy buconcrs arrived from.

" Woods tock. These word in primc conditlon and avoraged £7.0.8 per

~ h 'l‘.d.

1

P
I

Duc to the ¢qcumu1ation of pl = awalting glauzhter tho
*ﬁﬂurket on the oponinp sa2le diy was vVOry wank and- values deelinod
by from 5/- to 7/~ por honds Prime hoavy biconcrs wore least

ﬁmaffectcd and on o per head basis sales were effectoed to £7.4.6.
aquivalent rates for

“Tisht baconers sold from £35,15,6. Carcaseé

piges dreszing 100-160 ranged from 8234 to 9zd por lb. Subsaquently
hﬁthe market improved and by, tho f£i1al sale day ratces for all

. grados from 100 to 180 1b. rangod to 104 per 1lb. Quotations for
oxtre hoavy sorts dressing 180/200 lb. wore 9d to 9id per 1lb. On

& por hoad basis prises rangod o 27 v 1.6

- Strong demand for backfatters .

" Lekfattors variod ir-numbers but

i ponnings for the most part woro moderats. Folr to good trado modium
wolghts prodominated, although prime hewvy woights made a good
showing. Ono hoavy backfattor realiscd e14,0.6, Excopt on tho
opéning sale day, demand continued to bo very strong and quotatlons
agein ronged to 6zd por 1b, for -both light and beavy decacriptions,

Consignments of Wbx

J

rfLimitod supplics of porkors.

3 Porkers woro well “supplicd on tho oponing sale day but
consicnments othorwlse woru domovhat- 1imited. Howevor, good trado
modium and hcavy wcights-constitutod-the.bulk of thc offorings

‘ and. domand was mostly fairly good. Priccs,~-horaver; displa;cd tho

" fisual degreo of fluctuation,; espoecdally for L. . smaller porkors

' which apo purchosed principally as stopcs. . On tho final salc

dav tho attondance of storo buyors was yory small and somo
- 1lightwolghts weroc worth only 7%d por 1b. Rosot values noted
for hoavy porkers and good quallty stores Wwore in .tho vieinity of

- 1od por 1lbe ity P e S

5 ? _G.G. '&: J."h'.
- w000 0000 == :



-1038=-

FRUIT AND VEGETABIE SAIES
AT CITY MUNICIPALAMKRKETS, SYDNEY .

Stone frults practically finished.

With the completion of marketing of practically all sto
fruits about mid-April and the limited supplies of oranges avalla
trading for the most part centred around apples and pears, althougy
grapes and tropical frults were well supported. '

Local apples meet .good inquiry.

Large quantitles of apples were avallable at times
(prineipally Jonathans) which came to hand from local sources as
well as from Tasmanla, Vietoria and South Australia. ' Loeal fruilt
partlcularly large slzcs, was in demand and the maximum of 18/~
per bushol was obtained for oxtr: faney gnades. Small sizes prove@
slow of salc. Interstate Jonathans sold up to 15/- per ‘bushol carli
in April but owing to the iIndifforent quality of a large proeportl
of 'suppligs it was difficult to obtain obove 12/~ subscquently,
while “afinll sizes sold from 7/-. The market for Granny Smiths w
confined to local frult which found a steady inquiry both for
dessort and culilnary roquiroments. Genorally rates ranged 0 16/ =
although on a fow oceasions the eciling price of 18/~ per casc wa
obtained. (5 ' ‘

Both local and Tasmanian Delicious were on offer, Best
packs of locally-grown frult realised the maxirmm 'of 18/- and
opening rates for Tasmanlan lots ranged to 18/~, but lower pricocs
had to be acecepted later. Othor varictlecz forward comprised mail
small consignments of Rome Boauty, London Plppln and Clcopatra.
Up to 15/~ per bushel was paild for Romes but lower rates ruled fomge
the other two varietics.

Maximum rates for threc varleties of pears inercascd.

: Supplics of pears werc souewhat restricted carly -In the
month éwing to the pricc of varictics other than Williams bolng
fixed at 15/-. On 17th April tho cciling rato for Packhanm's |
Triumph, Winter Colo wnd Josephlne was raiscd to 18/~ and followif
this announcement thoro was & conslderable inord¥se in receivals,
noticeably from Vietoria, of tho three variotic. mentlonocd, Local
consignments also were a 1littlc @ore plentiful. Good demand ruled
and 1ittle difflculty was experionced in solling choice frult at
the top level of 18/-. Some Tasmanian Winter Colos, Comice and
Beurrc D'Anjou wore obtalnable; 18/~ was paid for Wintor Ccles a
up' to 15/= for the other two linds, Small consignmente of local
Beurrc Bosc and'Howells woro rocodved, . e '

Oranges Scarec.,

Only a few small consignments of Valencia oranges wero
roccived, Most of the frult was roscrved for hospital noods, fow
retailers scouring any suppliocs. Towards the end of tho month,

Jconsignments ..
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cons ignments of Queensland Navels and Joppas commenced to arrive.

Both types of oranges opened up in satlsfactory condition and

wero keenly sought after at prices ranging to 26/-. The frult

coming to hand from New South Wales coastdl groves was still

lacking colour, nevertheless disposals were effected rcadily

. lowing to the shortagc of supplies. On 28th A~+il a new ccllling
rato for oranges was announcod, viz., 18/~ por bushel,

Lemons more plentiful.

Supplics of lemons werc very light untll towards the
closs of April when consignments incrouzod considerably, Rates were
very firm and thc maximum of 28/- por easc of ‘countz 200 and over
was paild, while supplles weroe 1imited,. Subsequently, with incrcased
quantlitics offoring, values had a weaker trend, green main crop

S frult being difficult to place. On 29th April it was announced

[+ that the cclling rate to apply on Monday, 1lst Moy, would bo 20/~,
2! o reduction of 5/- per bushocl.

Stone frults.in request,

Vory good domand ruled for J.H, Halc peachos until tho
supply was exhausted, up to 17/~ por half-case being realiscd.
Canning varieties from the jurrumbidgee Irrigat . on Aroa sold stead-
1ly and Victorian consignments also mot a satlsfactory request. The
market was barc of this fruit about the middle of thc month.
President plums from cool stores werse obtainable throughout the
month and cholece packs sold up to '20/= per half-casos

High rates rule for bananas.

With only light condignments coming forward, tho market
was very firm, Prices, which reached high levels towards the close
of the month, ranged to 70/« per €286,

Grapes sell well.

Demand for black museat grapcs was well maintained
. throughout the month and very satlsfactory prices were obtiined for
‘choice packs, Many lines selling above 20/- per half-casc, Markotlng
of Cornichons continued and reallsatlions for this variety were also
above average. On a fow days rates ran~od to 18/— with occaslonal
apeelals to 20/~. White warietlcs mot o steady roqgusst and prices ..
covorcd a fairly wide range, Doradillas selling to 12/~, while
Waltham Cross realised. to 16/-, with a few packs still higher.

Supplics of pincapples 1ig§tori

Consignmoents of pingapplss showed a decline. Bi-weekly
receivals early in the month amounted tb about 8;000' cascs buk
thls quantity dropped to about 4,000 1l~ber. Opening prices ranged
to 20/= but with the “maller guantitles offering,values rose to
much higher levels towards the close of April when up to 36/- and
occasionally more was obtained. ' : Yther
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Other Fruilt. . ,

3
B

_ There was a searclty of passionfruit and up to 45/- per’
half-cagg was reallsed for the faw.choicﬁ_packs‘av;ilableﬁ

Small guantities of custard applés from Queensland sold
at rates generally ranglng up to 1I8/- per half-case. The supply of
papaws was light and prices were firm al up to 35/- per tropical case,

Adverse weather uffects vegetable E;oduction°°i"'

Seasonal conditions were again unfavour..ble to vegetable
crops. The incidence of frosts iIn inland growing dlstriets caused
much damagoe '‘and loss to nea crops, whlle the dry weathgr was another
factor which affected production of other vegetables. -

Peas' in short supply.

Consignments of pcas shoved 'a marked falling-off and
towards tho closc of the month tho guantitles roaching the¢ markot were
insufficicnt to meet trade recuircments. Frésts wore ‘responsiblc for
a good dcal of loss in growing arcas of the Contral Tableland, The
principal supplies were rcceived from the Murrumbldgee Irrigation
Arcc and all good quality lots realised the maxlimum of 21/= pir
bushel, - It was oxpected thot Vietorlan consigni..:ts would reach
this markcet early in May and thus hclp to roliecve the shortage.

Beans plentiful and demand .cgtrictodL

/’

Large quantities of beans from coastal and lnland sourccs
were on offer. Demand, apart from choice -lines, geneérally was
rostricted and at times the carry-over of medium and lower grades
was heavy., On: a few ocecasions:purchascs of surplus stocks by the
Defence Foodstuffs Scetion of tho Department of Supply .and Shipping
materially assisted the market. '

At the close of thc month supplles from loeal ‘sources-were
showing a dceilded decline and values tonded upward. Rates for cholce
lines were mainly around 10/- to 12/~ 'late in April but. they varied
a'good deal.carlier an' at times- it vas-difflcecult. togobtain abbvo_s/;'-
por bushecl, - - P Y

Choice, coloured tomatoes roalisc maximum pricc.

al The principal supplics of tomatoss weore. received from the
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, a4 few inland districts and from
Victoria, Recelvals from within the County of Cumberland became
smaller o8 the month progressed and only dight consignmonts were
available at the close. Apart from tho Gosford District, coastal
supplies were limited. Little difflculty. was ovpericnged in disposing
of good quality loeal lines at the cai}ing rats of 12/« por half-cuse,
particularly colourod packs. Inland lots showed a’ good docl of '
variation in quality and only o limited percentage rcaliscd -the
maximum rato. Vietorian tomatocs alse word variable ih qua}ity‘und

3 "=ty tho ce e
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the price range was falrly wide at from 10/- to 24/~ per bushel.

Couliflowers realise high pride&r.uh.

“Other vogetables.

Generally consignmonts of couliflowers Were only moderate,

about 70 tons, being the largest quantliy recelived on any one day.
.Demand was satlsfactory on mogt occaslons, and rates were maintalined

at relatively high lecvels for cholce houl:. The peak price reached
was 48/= per dozen on Friday, 21st April;- values mostly ranged to
30/~ for sclected large cauliflowers, although low rates wore
acceptod on some days. Supplies wereo principally from the Bathurst
district but coastal marketing was oxpected bo commonco ot ‘an carly

dato.

. Cabbages sell well.

The market for cabbages was 5. “isfactory and only on a
few days was thore any \ppreciable € i ry-QVeTr. The general quallty

‘was good and some extra choice large heads were included in /
20/ =,

offerings., Realisations for best lots ranged fro— 16/- to
whilo up to 24/~ per dozen Was obtained, :

Bulk lines of root vogetables moro plentiful.

Failrly heavy consignments of swoet potatocs were received
from the North Coast, but owing to supplies of-table tubers being
roasonably good, domand was slow and valuecs were woak.

Carrots were also:hoavily stocked towards the closoc of

‘April and cxcecpt for.a few spociul wiashed lots lower prices had to

be accepted.

There were only 1imited guantitics of ~rodes on offer and
the celling prico of 12/- por cwt. was obtained, Unly small gquantitios
of parcnips were forward and vost lots sold at the maximum of 28/-

per cwta,

Bunched vegotables mot a strong vequest and rates for all
lines, apart from spinach, wore firm. :

Boetroot was in shor® supply towards the end of tho
month. -

" With the roduced supplics of lottuee offering, vailues
improved and cholce 1lines sold up to 12/« per case.,.

RIM.



“ =109~

AIEXANDRIA RAILWAY  GOODS YARD
AND SUSSEX STREET SAIES.

Heavy! consilgnments of-Tasmanian;ﬁpﬁdfoes.;'"_m"

' Arrivals of potatoes at Alexandria from local centres
declined considerably, only 2,211 bags being received compared
18,956 bags in March. -The bulk of the sSubers arrived from the
Dorrigo and Moss Vale districts. It was necessary for-a small
percentage to be regraded owing to seconi growth, mechanical
injuries, etc. A good demand continued to rule for all lines
offer (which comprised mostly No. 1 Factors) at £6.12.6 with N
and No, 3 grades at £6,0,0 and Chats at £6.0.0 per ton.

There were no arrivals from Victorla during the perl
Supplies from Tasmania were fairly heavy, 171,040 bags being
rocelved in Sussex Street. Those comprised mostly Blsmarcls,
Browneélls, Apran Chiefs and Up-to-Datc. A falrly good perccnta
‘was made avallable for gencral trading  urposcs, thé remainder
to the Fedoral Authoritles. Rates romilned uncéhanged, No, 1
selling at £6.12.6, with No, 2 and No. 3 gradés at £6,0,0 por

Consignments rocoived from the North Coast at Darll
Harbour landlng comprised 2 trucks of Factors which sold at L6484
per ton for No., 1 grade. ; :

Increased supplies of swedes from Tasmania.

Thepe were no swedes recelived at Aloxandrla during ¢
month but arrivals in Sussex Strcct totalled 7,414 bags. Portis
the consignments was taken over by the Federal Authoritles; th
remainder sold early at £11.,0,0 but later the prlcc was reduce

£10.0,0 'per ton. y
Carrots and parénips in light supply.

Only 135 bags of carrots reached Aloxandria und thes!
disposed of at £18,0,0 per ton. In Sussex Street, 3,153 bags 1ig
Tismanla were avallable. At opening, £'0 per ton was obtained

ratos were subsequently reduced to £15.0.0 per ton.

Parsnips searce.

No supplies came to hand at Alexandria durling the pe
Only 140 bags arrived in Sussex Street from Tasmanla and these
brought £<0 per tons: o ‘ 25 5 : '

Swect potatoes and bectroot.

Consignment - .of swect potntocs from Queensland cons
of 739 bags. In the curly part of tac month sales were made ab
£14,0,0 to £15.0,0 but later disposals wer: offccted at the re@q

ratc of £10.0.0 to £11.0,0 por ton, Boetroot c-. orised a smalll
/huanti
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quantity totalling 91 bags fronm Tasmania, which sold at £12.0.0 per
ton. ¥ r

Pumpkins plentiful and cheaper.

‘Supplies of pumpkins werg again fairly heavy and totalled

.98 trucks, of which 63 trucks were rocelved at Alexandria from local

centres, as well as 35 trucks from Queonsland. ‘Agents wore compelled
to accept reduced prices to clear atock:. Opening sales werc at
£11,0,0 but values gradnally declined to £8,040 for local with
badly gradod lots early at £8,0,0 t0 £9,0.0 and Triambles at £7.0.0

per ton,

Queensland lines also'oponod at £11,0.0 but they subsequent-
ly sold at £8.0.0 to £9,0,0 poer ton. . _

Supplies received in Sussex Strost from the Horth Coast
included 61 bags, portion of which sold at £7.0.0 to £8,040 por ton.
Ineluded in the consignments rocolved at Darling Harbour landing
wore 2 trucks each from local centres and Queensland which sold carly

at &11.0;0 por ton,

Excoptionally hoavy arrivals of Vietorlan onlonsi

Arrivals of Victorian brown table lotas at Alexandrila showed
a marked increase, 13,540 bage coming to hand In 4ddition to 1,278
bags of brown picklers. There was a good inquiry for all lines and
sales wore recorded as follows i= Erown table £17.15.0 to £18.10,0;

brown plokling £17.0,0 to £1840.0 per ton.

Consignments to Darling Harbou: also showed a considerable
increase and included 46 trucks of brown table and 3 trucks of brown
pickling onions,., Thesec realised approximately £18.0.0 to £18,10,0,
with brown plekling £17.10,0 to £18,0,0, with a few carly at £21,0.,0

por ton,

Oaten chaff - supplies deecling and pates advance.

Recolvals of oaten chaff again showed a falling-off and
totalled 122 trucks, Mo difficulty was c«perionec in disposing of all
1ines available as followsi= Good sotmd £7.060 to £7.10,0, prime
£8,0,0 to £8,1040, cholce £8e5,0 to £8.15,0 per ton. In the last
week of the perilod rates wore inercasced to £8.10.0 for good sound,
while prime sold at £8,15,0 to £94040, with choice 1ines at £9.10,0

per ton. : _

Wheaten chaff scarce = values firm.

Consignments of wheaton chaff showsd a consldorable
falling-off, only 15 trucks reaching the yards. Rates econtinued
firm, clearances of good sound ‘lincs being effocted at £7.060 to
£8,10,0, while prime moved out ot £8.0,0 to £9.040 per tone

/Lu'.comc...-
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Lucerne chaff sells at firm ratds.

Arrivals of lucornc chaff con.isted of 45 trucks. Rea
salos woro effocted, clearances being made of heated 1ots at £10
moedium at £9,0,0 to £11.10,0, good souni .. £10,0.0 to £11,10,0,
primc at £12.0,0 to £12.10,0, -and cholce at:£12.15.0 to £13.0,0

Lucerng threshings and dust. ' N R & _ 

Consignments of thr«sﬁing" amounted to about 330 bags
which worc in requost at £9,0.0 to 211.0,0 per ton. Lucerr> dust
(249 bags) also:sold well, brown lots sclling at £13.0.0 and gra
ab £14.0‘O TO £14.10.0 ney tUIl. ! . i [ '

Lucernc hay in shorter supply.-

Supplies from the Mritland distriet tciilled 41 trucks
a doelinc of 20 trucks comparcd with' last month., All lines met
ingquiry at higher rates which wero:- A fow, inforior newr Boft gr
lots £2.0,0, well-made new greon £7,0.0 to £8,0,0, a fow dry gr
£8,10,0 to £0.0,0; drr small bales! £5,10,0 to £9,0.,0 per ton,
Supplies from other centres also showed a falling-off; only 27%
_trucks ineluding 3 ‘trucks' of dorrick-prcssed coming to hand.
‘' Clearances were effccted as follows := Gravsy lots £7.0,0, modlum
£9,0.0, good sound £10,5.0 to £10.10.0, prime £11,5.0 to £11,15,
‘choice £11.10,0 to £12.10,0 necx ton. Sales of derrick-pressed
inferior wore made at £4.,10,0 and good sound . at £8.10,0 per tons

Hay supplics exceptiornlly light.

" * Recelvals of oaten hay were voery limited and comprised
only 43 trucks. Rack linesd.sold at 29.0,0 for prime lots with
cholee at £9,10.0 to £10.0,0 por ton. I!eadow hay consisted of &
trucks: mles of derrick-pressod were made at £7,0,0 with modlum §
£5,0,0 per ton. One truck of oater:and » icaten mixed derrick~preg
brought £5.10,0 to £5,15,0. Onc truck of derrick-pressed wheaten
also arrived but rates were not dilsclosed. Good sound dorrick-prg
. wheaton (50 bundlcs) sold at £540.0 per fon. , ey A

Reduccd supplies of straw '= pytas remiain unchanged. . . .

Supplies of stpaw’ ghowed,a fsharp decline, only 50% _
trucks roaching the market. Ratoes worc as follows :- Damagod lotsp
£4.10,0, prime £6,0,0 '© £8415,0, cholc. £7.0,0 to £7.10,0 per &

Wheat consignments again faiblﬁ"ligﬁt.:

Recelvals of ‘wheat atwAlexandria amountced to 27 trucks

Most 1inos were of F.A.Q. gridoswhich sold at,the mayimum rato

3/8 per bughcl, There.werc 4 trucks of under-quality submitted
auction, /- to 4/5 per bushol being reallsod. 5

/Moize.e..
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Maize supplles Inerease., ~*+ ¢f, =IOl 3

Consignments -of maize to Alexandria totalled 6,505 bags,
comprising 2,405 bags of wellow and 771 bags of white from local
eentres and 1,474 bags of yeéllow and 1,855 bags of white from
Queensland, There was .a good demant for any linee on offer. Sales

"of local yellow were effccteod at w/5with a few prime small yellow

1lines from the North West at 7/6 per bushel, Only a limited quantlty
of white mnize was avallable and this sold at 7/6 per bushcl.
Queensland yellow also sold at 7/3 and at cuetion early in tho = .
period 104 bags of yellow brought 7/~ with 140 bags of yellow and

rod 6/7 per hushel. Surplies rcgoived in Susasex . :cest from the

North Coast comprised ‘2,650 bags of yellow and clearances wore mado
at 7/3 por bushel,

Excoptlonally light supplics of oats.

There was a marked decelinc in cut consignments to

Alcxandria which totalled only 10 trucks and 90 bugs compared with

48 tPucks in Mareh,.The bulk of the coneignuonts, wag, consigned
dircet to private buyers, but” 2" trucks submitted at auetion
roalised 3/0% and 3/1 por bushol, .

= G.H.FC
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WINT © WHEAT FORECAST - U,S. A,

’: According to a statomsnt lssucd by the Grop Reporting
Board of the U.S. Departmont .of Agriculturc, it ..o estimated that
662,300,000 bushels of winter wheat will be harvcsted from an arca
of 40,943,000 acres, oqulivalont to o« yield of 16,2 bushols por acre.

The cstimite 1s 60,000,000 bushols above that issued carly
last month, )
The average production of wintoer wheat during thc ten year
period 1920-1938 was 571,100,000 bushelz, :
== =000 0000=m=m : —_

IMPORTATION INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM
"7 CANADIAN FOOD FRODUCTS

_The Aeting Official Socretary, N.S.W. Government Officos,
London; advises that during threc reccnt months shipments of butter
amounting to 7,000,000 1lb. were sent by Canada to Britain, and have
boon invaluable in helping to maintain > ratlon, Canadu has also
sont dried egg to Britain, Last ycar she sont 686,000,000° 1b, of
bacon, and her target this yedr 1is 7,000,000 hogs. Pork products,

‘cheesc, and evaporated milk art ameng othor Canadian imports,

+
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WHOLESALE FRICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (N.S.W.) DURING APRIL, 1944,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST,1939.

The followins table gives partlculars of the range of
prices in Sydney, as ~~lleeted and roscordéed by the Division of
Marketing and Agricultural Economics in respect of various
commodities for the perlod indicated:~-

Commodity April, 1944 31st August, 1939
From To From To
Wheat: Home Consumptlon
_Bulk - per bushel 3/11%4d (unchanged) 2/4d
Flour - per ton £10.4.2 £6.1245
(plus £2.8.10 tax) “(plus £5.2.9 tax
Bran - " " £6.0.,0 (unchanged) £4,5,0
Pollard ;= % *® £6.0,0 # £4.5.0
‘Eggs - per dozen - 2/- " 1/~
Butter (choice) per cwt. 169/4 " 161/2
Cheese : ' W _
Loaf = per 1lb. 1/0zd " 114
Large - - * " 1/ " 10zd
Spocial Brands per 1lb. 1/1 1/3%a =3 1/2
April, 1944 20th August, 1939
From To From To

Plgs (Abattolr Sales):
Good to prime per I 4

Porkers: ke Y .
Extra light to  38/6 31/6 40/6
Light 56/6 45/6 39/6 44/6
Medium weight 40/6 68/6 43/6 57/6
Heavy 55/6 72/6 50/6 54/6
Baconers s £3.15,6 £7.10.6 60/6 75/6
Backfatters £5.,10,0 £14.0,6 T £44,5,0 £8, 104

Note: The pig sales noarest 31lst Avgust, 1939,
' wepe thosc held on 29th August, 1939,

= 0000000==—=—
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RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABIES IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES
BY LAND AND SEA - FEBRUARY, 1944.

L R TR e T wm e W - o om

FRUIT.

e T

e [Pinecapples | Bananas | Other | Tomatoes | Melons|
STATE t=~pleal tropical Fruit half-bushel T TALS
C 3e8. cases cases cases crates| ;| zes.
Queensland 41,295 1,930 27,831 14,959 E 85,996
Victoria 112 201 127,615 4,752 7 132,687
Tasmania - - - - - -
S't!ho Austro 3 - L 1,},9 - - 8, 179
--;E{.g s-t AuSt---ub. :.- — - ™ —‘vm-:-:-t--rq—--—-u--r“:r . L R --. B et L — . \_vq-w-w--e.. - ‘—.e - mey
| TCTALS: 41,407 | 2,131 | 163,626 | 19,691 | .8 _ 226,862
1
VEGETABLE S. e
- - v
re otatocs | Onions | Swodes |Pumpkins |Cucs. & |  Other :
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