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HIGHLIGHTS.

Maximum prices to apply to the Spring crop of
early potatoes harvested after ls. October have been
announced by the Prices Commissionér. The celling price
in New South Wales and Queenslend wl 'l be £18 ard in
South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania £20 per ton. The
price for Western Australia will be announced lutor.

e —

The Chairman of the Dried Fruits Board statos
that limited quantities of dried vine fruits are to be
made avallable to eivilians this season. 15% each of tho
currant and sultana crops and 20% ~f the lexla and ohanoz
ecrops willl be rel. .sed for home consumption, but these
proportions willl t. subjeet to roviow as tho scason
advancos .

The broom millet fibre crop in New South Wales

for the current season has been unofficially estimated
at approximately 8,000 cwis.

The protracted speli of dry weather, which 1=
practlcally State-wide in its incidonce, is expeeted to
roesult In a shortage of vogcSables in Now South Walss
during the noxt fow months.

Tho Unlted Statos Dopartmont of Agriculturo
roports that farmers sowing intontions as at lst March,
1944, wore for an oroa of 19,805,070 aeres of Spring
whoat, ineluding 2,253,000 acros of Durum.

The M1lk Board, as from Monday, 20th Mareéh,
introduced rationing of suppliss of bottled milke to
warchouses, oifices and cortiin factorics by 508 of
doliverios made in wock ondod 13th January. Supplice of
milk to military and dofonec sorvicos (oxeluding hospitals)
Wworc to bo roducod by 25% of total deliveries in poriod
25th Fobruary to 2nd Morch.

-

_ The Minister for Commerce and Agrieculture has
announced that more than £1.000,000 has been paid in
subsidles by the Australian Potato Committeoc in eight
months to the end of February. Subsidios pald in Now South
Walos (approrimately £450,000) covered both serviece and
civillan roquiroments
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MARKETING THI FEAVY BACONER.

. Brief Review of Trond during the War.

(By J.R. Williams, Division of Marketiug '
and Agricultural Economics).

‘ Under normal marketing conditions exilsting prior to the
War the carcase welght of pigs slaughter:d for bacon ranged chiefly
between 100 and 160 1b., animals welghing up to 130 1lb, being
preferrod for the locdl trado, Actually, very fow pigs woighing
between 150 and 200:1b, were noticed at the Saleyards, with the
oxception of inferior grade sows, and in’'réporting thc Homebush
market the State Marketing Burcau covered baconcrs In’four weight
ranges, “viz., 100-110, ‘110-120, 120-130 and 150-150. With the
" advent of the War, however, the weight range of bacorers Legan to
inerecase. The development: of the heavy and extra hoavy baconer has
. more than once created n difficult problem 'dvring the past fow
years, which, of courc-, ecould not bo unoxpected in a country which
is bost sorved with the lighter type. - '

. During the éarly part of the War, Australion pig farmers
worc ‘asked to produce hoavior pigs for export to Britain, The move
was successful, but about April, 1941, the importatlion of heavy
baconers into Groat Britain was prohlbited, creating such chaos in
the industry in Australia that complete rcecovery could not be sald
‘to have yet taken placc, although demand for the heavy baconer was
again created with the advont of canning operations. The industry
‘pecelved a further sctback in Docember, 1941, when Japan entered
the War, December, 1942, proved more troubleosome, particularly for
producors in the Sydney Metropolitan Arca. Industrial trouble at
the Abattoirs caused a sudden drop in values. An outbreok of Swine
Pover had disastrous results and, after twolve months, guarantine
' postrictions arc still hampering production in (. County of
' Cumberland. The announcemont that the Australian Meat Industry
Jommiscion intonded to rogulate prices of pig meats early in 1943
at ratos consldorably below currcht murket levels causod constern-
ation amongst producers. Tho final general sectback to date occurrecd
in Januarg, 1943, when valucs of all c¢lanses of piges fell to low
levels following the publicity glven to the Swinec Fovor outbroalk.

If the outlook at the beginning of 1943 was poor, 1t has
to be said that forebodings falled to materialise and after January
_ the remalnder of the year proved successful from the Lacon

producer's viewpoint., He was urged and encouraged to Increase
production and when the industry was brought under control in
June, 1943, no action’ was takon to matorially prejudice tho
satisfactory returns which he had been rcceiving for his bacon
pigs. In September, 113, the guarantcod price for baconers was
varied to 9& per 1b. for first quality and tho range of wolghts
© pxtended from 100 to 20¢ 1lb. Jiiths




- even up to 240 1b. When .the range was extended action was t

- Following ropresentations, however, that the sudden drop in
. 'values operated adversely in .the casc of produesrs whosc pigs
~might just exceed 200 h,, bacon curers were o« .od unofficia

4o oxtra-heavy. baconor, sultablo,'In the main, for canning only
- dn this country, 1s again becoming a problom. In addition, 1t

- where.tho 1ightor plg, which 1s more easlly handled, is profo

.,;bﬁ tho market and as this lovel 1s freguontly below tho guar
minimum the tlme appears opportune to amond ‘the schodulc. even

- frequently subjeet to changing clrcumstances und the posltion §

-‘)C....

With altered wartime demgnds, the heavy and extra-
baconer pig had -in the meantime become an established fecture
the Saleyards: To meet the changed sitvation the Bureau's ma
report was amended in that the range for heavy baconers was
extended to 160 1b.- and two ‘extra heavy grades added, viz.,
160-180 and 180-230 1b, : i : -

Baconers reached their peak values in August, 1943,
when priccs were the highest for many years. Action, however,
subsequently taken to bring the prices obtained at auction to
leyel more in keoping with guarantced prices, Prior to tho
extonsion of the welght range to 200 1lb., the trade had been
buying extra heavy plgs suitable for bacon up to this weight

to treat baconers excecding 200 1lb..as backfatters, the price
which has been fixed at a much lower level .than those of baco
and tho Burcau amended its final bacon grade to road 180-200,

to pay maximum priccs for All bacon pigs, irrospectivc of woif
providing, of course, thoy were of suitablo qudlity. This had
offect of again Improving valuos for oxtra heavy baconers and
Burocau added an .additional range, 200-240, the market positio
being a little differont fromithat when the range was 180-230

Despito the guaranteed price of 9d, the extra heavy
baconer has more often than not falled to give that return to
the producer. In fact,. the plg exceeding 200 Lb. generally
brings much less..In the circumstances producers havc been
advised to market thelr pigs before thcy reach 180 lb., about
160 to 170 for preference. Despite the fact that numbers of
extra heavy baconers arriving at Homebush have been deelining
of latc, demand 1s bccoming more and more restricted, Oporato
arc now buying for export and it 1 understood that pigs
oxccoding 200 lb. arc being rejected. The rosult is that buye
arc wary of extra. heavy baconers lest they purchase animals
oxcooding 200 1b, and prices have fallon considerably of lato.
With pig production increasing and the prospects bright for t
rcleasc of bacon and ham for civilian consumption, tHo hoavy

understood that it 1s not at all popular in tho bacor industr

“Pho bacon pig in. guostion is. finding its own prico

though prices have been guaranteed until June, 1945, Experien
during the past few years has shown that the - industry 1s

present seoms to indieate that we. siiould concentrate more on
' /production. ..
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production of a relatively lighter animal rather than the
heaviest baconer possible which, in many instances, results in
unsuitable and over-fat pigs being placed on the market. As &
profitable and desirable outlet still remains for extra heavy
baconers, no restriction should be placed on thelr marketing,
especlally whon 1t 1s borne in mind that a producer aiming to
market heavy baconers will inadvertently f£ind some extra heavy
descriptions on his hands. However, thelr production . should be
controlled. It is thought that any prices schedule which

creates a wide divergence in rates as between varying grades, as
is the case at present officlally with baconers reaching to 200
1b. and those exceeding 200, 1s inequitable, and that steps should
be taken to modify this position. Nothing is more upsetting to
orderly marketing and equitable returns than this fact.

The suggestion has been made that the present guaranteed
price operate only in respect of plgs weighing 100-180 1b. and
that pigs woighing 181-200 bo valuod at 8d and thosc of 201-240
wolght of suitable baconor type, 7d. With a view to stopping-up
production still further 1in opder to meet the inercased clvilian
domand following the rationing of moat, and at the samc time make
somo showing in ameliorating the lot: of the producer, thce
Govornmont should consider the qucstion of offoring o small
promium over and above the present level on firot quality plgs
wolghing 100-180. This nocd only bo 13, for inotance, and coulc
bo pemoved if and when production incroases matorially. Any
adjustments to the prosent schoduls of wvalucs' may, of coursc,
roquire small alteratlons in the bacon prices, but action along
those 1lines should not prescnt insuperable difficultios,

-===0000000====

The Annual Report of the Egg Marketl Board for the
State of New South Wales for the Pool Year 1943545 has just been
published and shows the following interesting figures relating
to the numbers of eggs controlled by the Board since its

inception:=~

Lozen : Dozen
1030=31 e 14,477,559 1936=37  +.e .21,041,033
1931-32 ... 15,686,522 1037-38 . +.. 20,341,747
1932~33 ... 16,346,545 19038~39 .o 20,426,526
193334 ...(Broken Period) 1039=40 ..o 25,456,693
1934-35 ... 20,054,997 1940=41 ... 29,059,797
1955"‘56 . eem 20,755 ’. 935 i 1941-4’2 R 58:, 555, 037

1942=43 '  ees 42,646,672 Dozen.,

It should be explained that up till 3rd Novembor, 1941,
the Board controlled only those eggs produced within thoe Countlos
of Cumberland and Northumberland and the Shires of Nattal and
Wollondilly, but as from the date mentioned its activitles wore
oxtondod to cover tho wholo of the 3tate of Now South Walcs,.

0000000 ™= ==
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SAIES OF LIVESTOCK AT HOMIL USH, SVDNEY,

Heavier yardings of sheep and lambs.

There were eight sales held in Fedruary comparad wi
only 7 in January, and the aggrogute penninss were thus subst:
lally hilghor, A total of 389,530 head was available, meprescnt
an inerease of 67,000 on- tho provious month's total,

Medium quality shoop numorous.

Although' supilies of wetl 'rs and ewes totalled 202,68
head, the proportion of zood to prime grades offering wzs by n
means large, Plaln to medium trade deserintions continued to
constitute a falrly large percentage of the yardinge, In a n
of instances, however, attractive drafts of prime heavy shacp
inclvded with a modorate supply of good light tradc mutton at
avallable, i

Good rcquost for quallty shoep.

The preponderance of plain to mediwn sheep ctlmulat
demand for good to prime grades, although fluctuatlions occurre
at times, Generally, however, values showed little charge from
the previous month's average, : : !

Plain and medium sheep continued to 11l at relatiwv
lower lovels and for tho most part were dull oi .ale, Valuos,
howover mado a slight recovory at the on® of tho poried.

Some actual-sales, represencative of price movemonts
are as follow:~-

PMirat Week

Good haavy 48 1b, wothers (skin 4/6) made 23/1 each or 44d por
" " 56 1b., owes (fonigfey n ilgfioen n m4 T

Seecend Weck

Good trade 46 1b. wothors (skin‘a/e; made 20/9 edch or 4,4 por
T 4871b, ‘ewns (" R :

Third Wook

Good trade 46 1b, woethers (skin 3/6) mado 19/4 oach op 4%d por
" " *"24 1b. cwes ({ Mi3/@) M "15/11 " v 3ly ol

- Fourth Weelk

Gien
o

ﬁood heavy

1b. Wethérsﬁ'ékin'é/sg made 22/8 each or 4:d per
" trade {. Y2 %4 p

6. 1b. ewes

-
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Price per lb. virtually vnchanged. ..

- The average cost of wether mutton per pound did not

differ materlally from the previous month's levels, For tho

most part, good light trade wethers werc worth from 44 to 4id,
although occaslonally 45d per 1b. w.c pald. Heavy wothors cost
from 4d to 43d per 1b, with odd lines melling 423, Good quality
1light-cwes genorally realiscd from 224 to 3%&; whillc heavy
doscriptions sold at 27d to 3@ pdr 1b. Although tho avorago cost
of light cwes showed 1little change;, hoavy grades wore obt.incd

_at slightly lower rates then during January,

Supplies of lambs increase.

The number of lambs available was largur, & total of
180,886 head belng of fered or about 16,000 more than the Jonuary
total. Good-to prime lambs were falrly well rcprosontod but very
fow suekors woro includcd. Light lambc woro woll in ovidcneo
but prime heavy grades -worc in rathor short supply. nevertheless

several nice quality lois were yarded. edium to plaln lambs

sontinued in falrly hoavy supply, many inferior lots being offered.

Stroﬁg demand . for quality lamba.

y There was keen inquiry at all times. for good quality
lembs, the preponderance of plain and medium lambs tending to
stimilate values for the better grades. At opening salec ratos
cdvanecd by 1/-.por head, and tho marlct romzincd consistently
firm until cbout mid-Tobruary whon a docline of from 1/- to 1/6
per head occurred. Fr,ccs,.howoven,.pubccquently rocovered and ut
closing sales were about cqual to the avorage of thoso ruling
sarly in the porlod.. An indieation of pricos throughout 1s glven
in the following record of actuxl sales:- .

FPirct Week

Good trade 32 1b, suckers (skin 4/6) made 25/1 each or 7¢d per 1b.
" heavy 38 1lb. lambs wosfe) sefo) i gRq M W

§9cond lgek

Good trade 35 1b. lambe (skin 5/6) made 26510‘9%ch or 74a por 1v.

) :
34 1b, suckors ( " 4/-) " 26/1 TN T Tad o
_ - Third Week, e
Good trade 33 1D suckers (akin 4/6) made 25/= each or 7id per 1b.

36 1b. lambs .. (

: / ) ut. 25/4 n T 7%
Fourth Week ™ " °

Good trade 32 1b, -suckers (skin g/-%_mnde_24/8 each or V%d per 1b.
N poavy 46 b, lembs . A% @4e) ", 26/10.1 T 6ud e

3

/Price...
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Price of lamb advances.

Compared with the average pricc of lamb in January,
ruling rates in February werc somowhat higher. At tlmes primec
suckors madc 8d por 1b., although generally thcy wero. purchas
ot from 7& to 72d, aceording to wolght. Good light laubs
roalised to . 7id but the bulk was dlsposod of at from 63d to 74
Hoavy lambs, although at times roaching 63d generally worc vo
from 6d to 65d per lbe " : A4

Hoggots woro by no moans numorous but whon offering
were obtailnable at from 44d to 5zd per lb., according to wel
with odd lines making to 5zd. s

Increased cattle supplies

Cattle truckings during February, 1944, were Somew
irregular, nevertheless heavy yardings were 1ol lced more
frecuently than for somc time past. The monthly aggregate sho
a considerabla increcasc, 18,049 hoad being ponnod, including
2,129 auctioncd in tho storc scetion. Quality for ‘the most pa
wvas only falr, a substantial proportion comprising plain sto
whilo a foaturc was the large number o. rathor poorly bred ca
offored. Lightwoight guality prodominatodamd on some oecasions
grown cattle were in vory 1imited supply. The pastoral posltick
showed further deterioration and at the elose of Fobruary ra
was urgently required in most inland arcas. In the more wost
district: the effecets of the prolonged drought wers most app

Pluctuating market for bulloeks.

Consignmonts of bullocks vuriod considorably but
genorally this elas: of cattle wa: in light supply. Ponnings
compriscd mostly light and medium wolghts of fair to good trad
standard. On some oeeasiond, however, prime deceriptions mado
folr showing, while odd hoavy dpafts wore noticed. The markot
oxhibitod & woukor tondency during tho first half of the peri
and by the middle of the month the best quotations for eilther
medium or light welght bullocks was 49/~ por 100 1lb. Subsoguo
values showed o progressive dmprovement and at tho closc rato
woro ogual to the best puling during the provious month. Gonoig:
quotations were: Heavy 44/~ to 48/, medium weight 47/- to 5L
1ight 48/- to 53/- per 100 1b.

Inferior quallty steera“weii supplled.

Stecrs were 'plentiful throughout the perilod but quas
generally wag disappointing. Prime sorts wor: rolatively sea
modium to falr trade lightweighto greatly prodominating. Man§
dairy bred or dalry cross linec were noticed.

| . The market continued very firm throughout tho groub
part -of February, prime 1ightweighte solling to 55/= per 100
/at .
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at the closc and during the first thr:~ sale days, Rates were
o little lower about :he middle of the month.

Woaker market foir cows.

Cows woro gonernlly woll-supplicd but- tho consignments
consistod chiocfiy o modium trade deseriptions. although good trad.
drafts wore occesicnally foirly well in ovidoned. Hoavy cows were
somewhat scarco and worc moticed chicfly in odd lots only. Demand
for cows was gonerally veaker. partleuldrly during the middle of
the morith when quctations for good to prime heavy' cows ranged from
35/= to 40/i and Iight fiom 85/~ to 42/= per 100 1lb. Values showed
some improvement later, partilcularly fcr good tradc lincs, and
prices on one occaesicn rengsd o 45/~ par 100 1b. An interesting
feature now noticeable 1s buyer:! reluctance to pay as much per 100
1b. for extra prime cows as they gilve for good trade doscriptions.
Under price control end rationing, of course, relatively lean meat
is all important. : e o :

4

Stoady market for heifsrs. - -

; Heifers mado a very fair showing, particularly during
the first half of the veriocd. Prims sor: L werc somcwhat scarcc but
good trade light and medium welghts worc well roproscnted. Valuos
werc o ilttle lowor than thosoc of the provious-poriod, ‘although
tho morkot was falrly stcady. Quotatlons ranged to 50/= per 100 1lb.
during the lattor hair of. Fobruairy.

Primo vealers écarca.

Moderate numbers of vealers were forward and the pennings
comprised cll grades »f welght and quu..Ly. Prime sorts, however,
were frecuently diff. 1t to securc while a noticeable proportion

" of the truckings included-plain and medium descriptions. A firm

market ruled at opening wken primc lines were qnoted to 65/= per
100 1b. Steady but lower ratesr ruled subsequently and at closing
pricos ranged from 52/- to 60/~ per 100 1b.

Cattle values si.tisfactory = - e L K

; Vaiues of cat.le geﬁqraliy;wora a littlo lower during
February than those wuling iun Jonuary, but considering the
ineroasod supplies the market must be considored satigfactory

from the producers' viewpoint, especla’ly as meat rationing is in
‘operction. _ : ;

Pigfs@pplios increasc. conéidér&blz.

From the point.of vilew of numbersd cold, the market at
Homecbush staged a remarkablo comcback during February, 1944, a
total of 10,511 uocad boing submitttd. This constituted the largest
m-onthly aggregate for some gcenslderab.o timo, of the total, 7,372

pilgs were rocoived by rall while an add?tional 660 hoad were sold
¥ - = i . /by R

L
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by private treafy.'Consignments increased pfogreusively from 1,428
head on the first sale day to 2,728 during the third week.

Store buying restrictions lifted.

- The larger consignments of pigs arrlving during the
latter half of Februapy werc due partly to the 1lifting (o~ 1l4th
February) of the quarantine rostrictions which havo operated at
the saleyards for the past fourteen montas, During chis period
pigs could only be tokon from the Eometush Abattoir Saleyards for
the purpose of slaughter, thus making store buying impossible.
Avenues for the disposal of pigs wolghing less than 100 1lb. are
now considorably wider-and that portion of the industry.utilising
the marketing facllitles at Homebush should benefit accordingly.

Fluctuating markcet for baconcrs.

Baconers continued to comprise the bulk of the pennings,
while all weights were represented, including extra heavy
deseriptions. Quallty ranged chiefly from falr to good trade,
although a noticeable percentage of thu consignments was of prime
gradé. The openlng market was vory firm and gquotations for all
woights from 100 to 160 lb. rangcd to 104 per 1lb., whilo plgs
drossing to 200 1lb. werc valued at 9d.

Compotition betwoon bacon eurers .and ¢xport operators
was mainly responsible for the enhanced volues and official action
was taken to bring them more in linc with guaranteed prices.
Rases at subsequent sales wero lower, particularly for falr to
good trade doscriptions, and quotations ~onerally ranged from
83d to 923 por 1b. Extra hoavy plgs wer> quotod at from 734 to
82d for tho 180-200 1b. rango and 7d to 83d for pilgs: woighlng
botwoen 200-240 1b. During the final weck, however, the markot
~showed an improvemont, espeelally for heavy to extra-hecavy sorte.
On a por hoad basis prices of heoavy baconers rongod to £7.5.6.

Keon demand for backfatters.

Backfatters were comparatlvclr lightly supplied and
quality showed some 1 ~lation. Good tradc medium weights
predominatcd, nevertheless prime heavy deseriptions werec fairly
well reprcscnted-at times., A strong market rulsd, cxcept about
the seeond weok whon values woro o little easlor« Demand was
particularly kcen at tho close when lightwoights werc guoted to
64d por 1b. and hoavy weights to 64d. Ono oxtra hoavy plg
realiscd £16,9.6. A feature of ‘the backfattor markot rceently has
boon the enhanced values of boar plzs. Under normal conditions
heavy boars fotch only 30/= por hoad at times but latcly thoy haw
“boon bringing to £10.0.0. " Sy ‘ :

* Incroased supplics of porkers.

Porkors were forwnrd in inecrcascd numbors, pufticularly.'
/durirlg. .



-5

during the latter half of the mohth. Many of the tonsignments

were of a good trade deseription but quality generally, especially
that of the lighter porkers, was only fair., Prices realised were
irregular in the extreme. Prior to the .1ifting of .the gquarartine
restrictions quotations ranged from 5zd. per lb. for inforior

 lightwelpghts to 9¢d for primo heavy sorts. Later,” values advanced

generally, although the marlot continued to e vory irrcgular.,
Rates for bost store plzs ranged “to about' 11d por 1b. S

G.G'- & lei
=000 0000 ™ - .

AIEXANDRIA RAIIWAY GOODS YARD
- AND SUSSEX STREET SAIES.

Larger consignments of Tasmanian potatocs, -

Rocelvals of local potatoes at Alo:andria Goods Yard
continued to show a falling-offy, only 8,"''0 bags being rceoived
compared with 13,283 bage in January., Tho bulk of the consignments,
which mainly comprisced new Factors, was rccelved-f£rom the Guyra,
Armidale, Dorrigo, Taralga, Burrawang, Moss. Vale and Mittagong
districts. At times 1t was nccessary to rograde portion of the
arrivals owing to wet rot, sccond growth and mochanical injuries,
Tho bulk of these supplies was mado availlable for genecral trading
purposcs at £6.12.6 for Now Grado and £5.5,0 for Chats., Includod
in the total were 1,077 bags of Secd from the Dorrigo district
which worc dlsposed of at £12.,0,0 to £12,10,0 per ton. Victorian
conslgnments worc glet. smallor and totcllod 6,034 bags. Stocks:
comprised New Carmans, Harly lanistce and Snowflakes and wore
rclohsed for civilian consumption at £6,12.6 por ton,

From.TdSmunialfairly;hedvy conﬂighmanté ﬁéroiﬁbbéivhd in

.Susaox:Strcct. Thosc malnly consistod of Now Bismarcks with a fow

Brownells, Arran Chiefs and Up=to-Datcs. Shipmonts totalled 111,271
bags ‘as, compared with 42,546 bags in tho provicus month. A falrly
large poricentage was taken over by the Federal Authorities and
also for cssontlal sorvicos, Tho romalnder sold at. £6412.6 por ton
for Now Grade. Also rececived in Sussox Stregt from Westorn
Australia woro 4,695 bags of Dolawapes. bhut owing to delays 4in;
transit, portion did not open up In'a vory satisfactory condition.
However, a substintial proportion clearod at tho .fixod ratc of
56012.6 pcr ton. i i ) ) VR o Ay P _,.. |

Only 88 bage of Now Factors arrived 7.1 tho North Coast
and thoso brought £6412.6 por ton. Arrivals at Darling Harbour
comprisod S trucks of Victorian Carmans which woro also disposod
of at the fixod ratoc of £6,12,6 por ton. e ot e B

Swedes in very short supply.

' Rocoivals of swodos woro agaln limited and amounted “to
only 166 bags; theso arrived at Aloxandria from local centros and

‘'80ld roadily at £10.0,0 por ton. Tasmanian swedes in Sussox Stroot

compriscd 1,039 bags, portion of which was roleascd for goneral
trading at £10,0.0 por ton, RAP ‘0 s kaks -
. B /CaArrOtS ees



Carrots end parunips scarce. T
% There were no frosh supplies. of ecarrobs, or parenips
: peccived -at Aloxandri: or Sussex Stroct durdng ;2 period.

Supplios of local pumpkins: inerouse.

\  Receivals of local pumpkins at Alexandrda were heavier,
55 trucks coming to hand, These were in soquest and in the filrpst
half of the period ratea ranged from £0,0,0 to: £14,0,0 with .a
fow at £15.0,0. Values firmed lator and from £15.0,0 to £16.0,0
per ton was recalised. Arrivals from Queensland were less by 34
trueks and totallod 36 trucks. A Few sarly sales werc made at
£9,0,0 but the bulk of clearances worc e¢ffested at £12,0,0 to
£15,0,0 with fow at £16.,0,0 per ton, ‘Arrivals in Sussex Stroct
from tho North Coast amountod to 464 bags, which realised from
£12,0,0 to £15.0,0 per ton. Consignmonts to Darling Harbour
inecluded 3 trueks from Queensland and i Uruck from local  centres
but no rates werec disciosed. kit e Rl g SN iR e L 2

L On;ons continue tbfbe.x&ghﬁly supplied. ' .

“ Supplies of Victorian brotn teble ‘enions at Alexbndria
wore again 1limited (4,591 bage), portion being taken over by .
the Federal authorities, Clearances were ‘readily effocted at
approximatoly £18,0,0 to £18.10,0 por ton. No supplics df loecal
camo to hand, Five trucks .of Victorian onions were on offor and
thoso also brought £18.0.0 to £18.10,0 por ton. Two trucks of
Victorian brown picklors roalisocd £15.0.C por ton, ' g3

Oaﬁohichaff in hoﬁvj’supply - rnfosrunchahgod.

Reonivals of oaten chaff showed a cdnsiderable inorease,
197 trucks coming to hand compared with 105 t»v '8 in January.
No aifficulty was experienced in clearing most '1.nes’ at firm rotesg
sales helng vecorded as follows:-~ Good sound £6.20.0 to £7.10,0,
prime £7.10,0 to £8.0.0, cholce "£8.0;:0 to £8.:5.0 with a fow at

o -8

“'£6,10,0 per ton. Six trucks wore subml.tod ab auétion which
1ncluded damaged ‘lots at £500,0 and good sound at £6,10,0 to -
VO DRI NOS 7 o e e e Qs ey
Good demand for wheaten chaff.” jd - GRD o - DG b
Supplies of wheaten chaff comprised 19} truocks. Cholce
1lines continued to be in request, clearanced bedng oflfoected «at
the following rates = Good gsound £6.15.0 to £715,0, prime £84.0.,0
tp£.8.'15-0, ;.0110100 £.9.0-_-Q PGI‘"f‘_Qn- ' P . ;

[ 3
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i

Appivals of lucerne chaff comprised 87 -trucks. Thora was
a satisfactory inguiry for choicc linoe and "the”s sold readlly.
Disposals’ worc made at the' following ratcs :=-Modium and hoated
lots ‘£8,0,0, good sound £8,0,0 to £9.15,0, prinmc £9:104,0 to -
'£10,10.,0, choico £10.15.0 to £21.10,0, oxtre choicd £11,10,0 with
fow at £12.0,0°por ton. Siles by auctlon comprissgd -2 trucks of
good sound which brought £9,0,0 to £10,6.,8 por tons L
= /Incerne ...
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Lucornc dust and poultrg_mdal.

Supplics of dust were limited to about- 19 bags which
roaliscd the equivalent of £12,10,0 to £14.0,C per ton,. Ono truck
wof Lucorne poultry meal sold to £14.0,0 per ton.

Lucorno hay continues to be woll supplicd.

: 3 4

Arrivals of luccrne hay from th¢ Miltland district
totalled 52 trucks of now soft green hay. No difficulty was
exporicneccd In disposing of thése supplies,: thoe bulk of which
roaliscd £4.0.0 to £5.10,0 with few at £5+15,0 to £6.10,0 per ton.
Supplies from othor centros were lighter and comprilsed 73 trucks.
Thero was a good demand for choléo lots and ecloarances woro
effoctod as follows: Modium £7.0,0 to £8,5.,0, good sound £8,10,0
to £9,17.6, prime £9,0,0 to £10,10,0, cholce £10.0,0 to £11,10,0
poer ton. Included in the total werc 20 trucks of dorrick-pressed
which realised the-fol.owing prices:- Inferior £5,5,0, medium
£5,0,0, heated £5,10,0, good sound £6.0,0 to £6,10,0, prime £7,0,C
to £7.10,0 per ton. . ' _

Oaten hay in 1light supply.

Receivals of oaten hay were again lighter and consisted
of 25% trucks. Request was moatly for prime and choice lots,; othor

lines bein% difficult to dlspose of except:.at low rates., Pricos
wereo as follows:= Good sound, oaten rack £44040 to £5,0,0, prime

£7.040 to £9,0,0, a few choico £10,0.0 per tone Two trucks sold
at auction brought £4.8.4 and £4.17,6 per ton, .. -

Straw supplies maintalned: Prilces slightly low&r{‘l

i B s

Consignment~. of oaten straw aggrogatcc 355 trucks. In the
first weéek of the month rates continued firm, goed-sound selling
ot £6.0,0 to £6.,10,0, prime at £6:10,0 to £6.15:0 and cheice at
£7.0,0 to £7.10,0 per ton. Later, owlng to falrly heavy supplics
coming to hand rates were reduced, particularly for othor than cholce
lots. There woroc also 6 trucks of wheatcn straw :reegived. Damaged
lots sold at £4,0,0, good sound at £4,10,0 with primo 8 early
in the perlod at £6.10,0 per ton. :

g 5

 Wheat supplios show a declino. -

' Wheat consignmonts to Aloxandria totalled 32 trucks.
FoA.Q. linos woro in request and-sold at 3/8 per bushol, .
Sixtecon trucks, mainly comprising under quality lines, woro
submitted at auction, 1/8 to 3/5 per bushel being obtained.

Limited supplies of mu..ze availableJ . et
i 1 'A scarcity of malze was again nobted at Alexandrias
" Consignments from local centres comprisedr1,690 bags - of yéllow
and there weére limited sales made at 8/6 per bushel,
== =0000000==mm C.F.
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‘FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SALES
AT CITY MUNICIPAL MARKETS, SYDNEY,

Good inguiry for fruit.-

The demand for'most'ffuits was satisfactory and prices
for cholce quality lines were remunerative to £-Owers,

i

Williams pears in régpes@l

; Large conslgnments of Williams pears wore rcecclvod fn
Victoria to augment supplies from local coureces. The fixed
~ maximum price was raiscd to 18/~ por buchel but the groater
proportion of supplics wds sold bclow the celling. The market
towards the elosc of the. porlod was firm and values showed an
upward trend. Apart ‘from a fow congignments of Packham's Tri
which came to hand late in tho month (primarily for .cool storc),
the Williams varioty constituted almost the whole supply.

' Colourod dossort apples sell well.

Gravenstein rnd lMcIntosh cd comprised the principal
oating varieties available early in Fobruary from local growors,
but suboequently Jonathans commencod to como forward, In addlti
conalgnmonts wore rocelved from Quocnsland; Viectoria and Tas
Ratcs werc firm and tho maximum of 18/~ por bushol was sceurocd
for bost packs. Included in tho Quecnsland céonsignments worc smg

. quantitioes. of Dclicious which met a ready sale but fcw lots of
varicty were roecived from local orchards, The Worcester Pearmaly

which comprilsed the bulk of Tasmanian chipmente sold at 14/~ to
15/= per case.

. . Suppliec of Granny Smiths werec plentiful but as most
‘the fruilt was only sultable for culinary purposes -demand was
domewhat restrileted, especially for small sizes and rates-eidsed
with a rosultant falrly-wide range -in realisatlons during tho
period. B : Py 5wl ~

A_good markot for Muscatol grapes.

Bxceptionally high prices wo.o obtadlned for the first
fow consignments of Muscats, up to 40/~ nor half-eusc and
occasionally more being paid., With the cerival of larger quantiff
rates had to be lowercd to offect cloarancos. Noverthcloss, beshy
quality packs continuod to'soll well at around the 20/= per ha
cuase’mark. Rolatively fow linos of othér black varieties.woro
offor but the markoting of Gornichong was' cxpoctod to commenco
oarly in Murch. T4 L e e 4 .

Dcmand for White variotios was only modératc. On a
numbor of oceasions.the guality of mary linos was indifferont

owing to breakdoWne. «pnfie o o ¥ e
' s A Aa TR ~_/Dessort.,%.
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Dessert peaches sell at firm rates. .

Supplies of: peachss came to hand from inlend districts
of the State, including the Murrumbldgec Irrigation Arca. Some
very attractive packs of tho J.H. Hale vardoty wero forward from
orchards around Bathurst and Orange and thece met a brisk request
at vory firm rates, Consignments from t':o Murrumbidgee Irrigation’
Arg% comprised canning varieties which cold at up to 10/- por
ha =CaE0 . ] g

Cholce neetarinos ahd p1umb'plc¢rvsat13factorily.

There was a good Inquiry for choicc nostarines and plums,

“the fbrmer‘sellingfto 18/= wltH a fow speclals highor oarly in tho

S

month but values reccded . latop. Plums werc malnly disposed of at
prices ranging to-14/-~ pop hglf-gase, '

Citrus fruit in short sqpnggl

Consignmonts of Valcnela oranges weoro very light and
agents who received supplies were compelled to ration thelr
customers. Some retallers werc unable to secure even portion of
thoir roquirements., Prices were vory firm and practically all
counts sold at maximum lovcls. Lemons worc. also vory scarce and
insufficient for tradc noads. .

Larpger supplies of pineapples - retos 6as0.

Thero was a marked increase In consignmonts of pinpapplos
but owing to the presenco of "blister™ and a limited inquiry, the
market wecakenod. Valucc showed & sharp downward movomont and at
tho elosc of the month tho priec range was 10/- to 20/« comparod
with 20/- to 28/- por ccsc at the commoncoment.

Choicc large banunas_sail well,

Tho markot for bananas, apart from o short poriod
whon there was a surplug of pipc fruit, was firm, Valuos for
choice lines, cspoeially tho larger sizos, roachod hizh levoels
at timos... : ‘ e

Ddssdrt mclons plontiful,

Large quantitieg of water melons were receivod from the
Windsor district and other loecalities along the Hawkesbury Rilver.
Domand wag vary good carly but there was a slackenlng late 1In the
month. The maximum of 11/8 por ewt. was paid for cholce large
'meolons. but othor grad.sa wero cheapori Consignmonts- of . cantaloupes
and honoy-dow molans from tho Murrumbidgoo Irrigatlon Aroa woro
‘fairly hoavy. Thorc was a good -dnguiry for sowid, colourod
cantaloupos and realisations. woro abevo avorage. THORC was.a

' "8touady clcaranec of honcy=dows,

. Y /Vegétable. ..
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-Vepgetable growlng areas need rain.

‘ Dry hot conditions prevalled throughout the month in
practically all vepstable growin; areas of the Statc and the
quality of a number of green lincs was advorscly affoctoed.
Substantial rains arc ncecded to onablo growers to plant for
winter rcquircments,

Cholcc bocans rcalise ceiling rate.

Suppliec of beans from local sources declined apprecila
and prices firmed quickly, cholce lots roclising the celling of
per bushel. Consignment: from the Far Soutl Coast commenced to
arrive on the market on 7th Fobruary. Tho quality of supplies fr
this area varied considerably but any good quality lots Tound
ready sale at remunerative levels. Towards the clore of the monthf
supplies arrived from Orbost (Victoria), those beanc Toing
transported by road to Bombole and thence by rail. With inereasedf
quantities offering towards the close of the month tho marizet wasy
oasler, although a few "spoeials" woro stlll roglising thoe maximse
of 20/= per bushel, R «

“F

Good peas sell well.

Generally there was a §ood Inquiry for pear 'and Dbest
quality green lines sold at tho "oelling" rato of 21/« per bushol
throughout the month. The hot, dry woathor caused a good doal of
bleaching in some arcas, Valuog woro adverscly affoctoed, novertho
1ittle difficulty was oxporicncod in offocting dicposals at fairlp
satisfactory priccs, onlr a small porcontige of supplios having
bo cloared at low ratec,

Good demand for cholce tomatoes.

Demand for tomatoes was only moderate eariy In the monty
but subsequently with a substantial reduction in cupplies from
local sources, roquest brightened and the cell’~  pate of 12/« pol
half=gase was moro frooly obtalnoed for cholece, culourcd deseript:
Tho meceipt of inereased quantities from Inlund dlstrieis and so
small consignmente from Quesnsland prior to the cloce of Fabruur{
had a steadying effoet on tho market, but choico linocs wore stil
able to command the cciling price. Gonornl quality of tho Queons
-+ gupplics was only modcrato to poor. Somc foirly larpgo ordors wordf:
placed with local growors during thc poriod for groca packs for
Army rocduircmonts., : : ; fib) e

£ oy gy, 4 T

o~ T

Gdbbagea gecarce.

Cholce large cabbages wore lightly supplied and higher
rates ruled. The bulk of supplies comprisod medium-slzed l.cads
moth infestatlon was noticocable in man— lots but l1little dirficulb
was oxporicneccd in offceting dlsposals,

& Ll /Cauliflowers.aes
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Cauliflowers roach tho markot.

A fow small consignmonts of cauliflowers werc rcecived
from the Bathurut distrliet and vory satisfaetory priccs wore
obta¢nod. : g

Lottuecc searcor and doarcr..’

. Thoro was a considorable doeline in suppliocs of lettuco
qnd with a good inquiry ruling valucs improved appreciably.

Other vegetables.

Loose carrots were 1n improved supply but & 500d deal
.~ of breakdown was apparent in a number of linec, The maximum of
'25/= per owt. was paid for best lots but lower gradeg were sold
" "at varying prices. Bunchéd lincs wore 1cre plentiful and sold well.
Parcnips, both loose and bunchod, woerc in short: supply.

“R.M,
= ewwm=0000000 ===

PRODUC”*ON OF BARIEY

A target of 250,000 bushels of barley was 8et for
this State for the h”wvest Just concluded. Until official
statistlcs of the crc)p are collecterd the actual result. cannot
‘be recorded definitely, but it is known that elose to 200,000
bushels of malting quality were purchased. To uchieve ‘the
total target it would only be.neoccscsary for 50,000 bushols of
.feocd barloy to have beon harvested. As it would bc moro
—-peasonablc, on thc basis-off malting barley production, to.
assumo a erop of 100,000 to 150,000 bushels of feed barley, it
may be tuken that tho target was excocded-by a comfortable

margin.

.. Although tho tariot for tho coming saasén, 500 000
bushels, ropresents. a considerable inercase in.sowings “for
grain, prospocts of its achievoment arc not discouraging.

The scdson will bo -tho gseeond full yoar sinco 1938/39 in which
Now South Walcs growors have boon outside tho cnntrol of the
Barley Board, and thoro arc alroady signs thai h¢ prospeet of
good prices 1s Inducing farmors to plant inpr°¢dod aeroages .

-
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WHOILESAIE ™" ICES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES
IN SYDNEY (i.S.W,) DURING SZBRUARY, 1944,
AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES AT 31st AUGUST,1939.

The following teble gives particulars of the range
of prices in Sydney, as collected and recorded by the Division
of Marketing and Agricultural Economles in rospoct of varlous
cormoditics for the perlod indicated:- - e g

Commod1ty . Tevruary, 1944. - 3lst_August,1939.

From To From To
Wheat: Home Consumption = ; :
Bulk - per bushel _ 3/1136 (unchanged) 2/4d
Flour - per ton B e g R R 2D
| (plus £2,8.10 tax] (plus £6.2.9 ¢
Bran T £6.0,0 (wichanged) ~£4,5,0
R £6.0,0 " £44540
Eggs - per dozen & s Bl " 1/~
Butter (cholce) per owt, isg/a " 161/2
Cheese: ' /0h ” ' .
Loaf =~ per 1b. L e s -
large L3 : /- . ' ~10zd
Special brands por lb, 1/I /3% -
| ‘February. 1044. 29th August, 1939
Pigs (Avattolr Sales): -
Good to prime per head: .
From To From To
Porkers: - : ' !
Extra 1light 16/ " Sl i ... BL/8 20/,
Light - | 25/% . . 53/ 39/6 44/
Medium welght RO R L e BB 57/8
. ‘Heavy - ' B2/6 & o HLLB T,y - 50/6 54/
. Baconers L EB.14.46  £7.5.6 < 80/6 75

. Backfatters £5.12.6 £16.9.6 ' £4.5.0,  £8.10

Note: The plg sales noarost'31st'Au%uS£; 1939,
worc those held on 29th August. 1939,

2e=e=0000000====
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RETURN OF FRUIT AND VEGETABIES IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WAIES
BY LAND AND SEA - JANUA

SR = ———

FRUZIT
i " TTincapples | Bananas | Other | Tomatoes — | Tolons | e
. STATE tropical | tropical | Fruit half-bushel TOTALS
i gases J_cases _} cases | _cases erates § pkges.
i
Queensland 17,339 1,898 7,684 894 74 27,889 !
Victeoria 2 5 64,514 844 - 68,965 |
Tasmania - 137 - - 137 }
Sth. Aust. | - - 3,366 - - 3,566
West Aust. - - - - - - |
r—-—lu-eﬂ TESET R T e e TS e 1[:-!--'-0'—-1 -—.-‘ .ni—--:-—-—r-ﬂ | e e e e ——— f
pretans ) av,sa | 1,905 | 75,701 L1788 ) - 74 ) 200,357 ;
VEGETABLES.
Potatces | (nions | Swedes | Punukingi Cucs. & Othor i
! STATE | Chillies Vegse TOTALS
i v D3B8 | bags | Dbags |  bags | cases | phkgos. | plkgos,
Queensland 83 1,921 49,955 ) 239 1,620 53,818
' Victoria 26,208 4,586 = - - 206 31,000
| Tasmania 49,432 é 363 " - i 49,795
| Sth. Aust.. 1,159 1,087 § - “ - 1,820 4,066
' West Aust. - k.= - - - - -
: - e s - ﬂ‘_-:--r—l!mT'-" ~ .
| T¢TALS 76,882 7,594 ¢ 363 | 49,955} 239 | 3,646 | 138,679 |

—gg-
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