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SECTIONAL GROUP MEETINGS 

I N addition to the main sessions of the Conference which are 
reported verbatim in this volume, six formal group sessions met 

to discuss special aspects of work in agricultural economics. The 
following are brief statements of the subjects discussed. 

INTERNATIONAL USE OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 

C. E. Ladd, Dean of Agriculture, Cornell University, U.S.A., was 
chairman, and G. S. Dunnett, Imperial Economic Committee, Lon­
don, England, opened the discussion by emphasizing the increasing 
use of agricultural statistics for international purposes and outlining 
the main deficiencies of available statistics for the purpose. The 
points raised by the opener and subsequent speakers were : The 
international use of agricultural statistics had been officially recog­
nized since the International Institute of Agriculture was established 
early in the century. The available statistics had been improved, but 
the increasing and more detailed use of the statistics for agricultural 
and trade policy increased the significance of the deficiencies in com­
pilation. Agricultural statistics were compiled primarily for national 
purposes, and, therefore, the methods, units, conversions, and so on 
were designed to suit the national conditions and requirements. 
Efforts to make statistics comparable and uniform from one country 

· to another were subject to this essential difficulty. Greater emphasis 
should therefore be laid on getting accuracy and reliability in the 
national statistics and understandable statements of the methods 
adopted. Exporting countries pointed out that it was as important 
to them to get adequate statistics and analysis of consumption in the 
importing countries as to get the production statistics of those 
countries. The figures of per capita consumption for a whole country 
derived from estimates of 'disappearance' were insufficient in them­
selves for accurate estimation of trends. 

Those taking part in the discussion in addition to the opener 
were: 0. C. Stine, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Washington, 
D.C., U.S.A.; T. W. Grindley, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
.Ottawa, Canada; H. Krause, Berlin, Germany; V. P. Timoshenko, 
.Food Research Institute, California, U.S.A.; C. Y. Hsiang, China; 
.H,_.C...T~y..lQ!, Farm Foundation,_Chicag_Q, _ _l!._~_._A.; R. L. Gillett, New 
York State, U.S.A.; R. Freund, Sweden; W. Seedorf, Gottingen, 

nd 
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Germany; P. H. Ferguson, Ottawa, Canada; S. A. Freifeld, Inter­
national Institute of Agriculture, Rome, Italy; and A. Peterson, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

RESEARCH IN FARM MANAGEMENT 

H. C. M. Case, University of Illinois, U.S.A., was chairman. 
W. H. Senior, Department of Agriculture for Scotland, opened the 
meeting with an account of the conditions which influenced farm 
management research in Scotland and gave an outline of the organi­
zation by the Department of Agriculture and the three Agricultural 
Colleges. A. D. Imper, North of Scotland College of Agriculture, 
outlined the work in the academic centres under the Scottish scheme. 
S. C. Hudson, Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, Canada, dealt 
with the work in Canada; M. Rolfes, University of Berlin, Germany, 
with the German organization; E. G. Misner, Cornell University, 
U.S.A., with the work organized in New York State by Cornell 
University; M. L. Mosher, College of Agriculture, Illinois, U.S.A., 
with developments in the State of Illinois; A. W. Menzies Kitchin, 
School of Agriculture, Cambridge, England, with the system and 
projects in England; E. B. Hill, Michigan State College, U.S.A., with 
projects in the State of Michigan. From a more general point of 
view G. A. Pond, University of Minnesota, U.S.A., gave the results 
of an analysis of the methods used in farm management studies in 
U.S.A. in the previous five years; A. W. Ashby, University College 
of Wales, Aberystwyth, Wales, discussed the aim of farm manage­
ment work in fitting farms into the general economic environment; 
and J. A. Hopkins, State College of Agriculture, Ames, Iowa, 
U.S.A., dealt with the importance of having representative data. 

RESEARCH IN MARKETING 

A. M. Shaw, Director, Marketing Service, Department of Agri­
culture, Ottawa, Canada, was chairman, and M. P. Rasmussen, 
Cornell University, U.S.A., opened the session with a general review 
of the problems of marketing research under the main headings 
of (a) the purposes of market research; (b) the general methods of 
approach; and (c) the difficulties encountered and their possible solu­
tions. The main points introduced by the opener and taken up by 
other speakers were as follows : ( 1) There is a primary difficulty in 
getting reliable and fairly complete information which is largely con­
fidential and has to be taken from the books of various competing 
firms. The integrity of the research worker is of paramount im­
portance. Some later speakers pointed to the value of marketing 
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boards and regulating authorities for making knowledge of distribu­
ti0n available. (2) There is a danger of research projects being too 
big in order to cover a large field, with the result that the time taken 
with the field work and analysis throws the report of results so late 
that it has little more than historic interest. Studies might be broken 
up into small logical units which could be finished within a reason­
able time. One speaker noted that the taking of a series of small 
segments ran the risk of leaving the whole picture incomplete. 
(3) There is a constant pressure to make market research subservient 
to marketing policies instead of determining the facts as they are. One 
speaker emphasized that since government and other agencies were 
operating forces necessary for furthering collective policies, it was all 
the more necessary that the academic institutions should preserve the 
balance by studying how the interests of the individuals were 
affected by policy as well as by the ordinary movements of the 
market. The needs of consumers, the requirements and the opera­
tion of the market, the movement of goods, and the reaction of the 
requirements of the market on producers were the basic field of 
market studies. 

Those taking part in discussion in addition to the opener were : 
F. F. Lininger, Pennsylvania State College, U.S.A.; C. G. McBride, 
College of Agriculture, Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A.; R. C. Ashby, 
University of Illinois, U.S.A.; F. M. Clement, British Columbia Uni­
versity, Vancouver, Canada; Leland Spencer, Cornell University, 
New York State, U.S.A.; W. ]. Tawse, Quebec Department of 
Agriculture, Canada; L. ]. Norton, University of Illinois, U.S.A.; 
W. W. Fetrow, Farm Credit Administration, Washington, D.C., 
U.S.A.; Miss R. L. Cohen, Agricultural Economics Research Insti­
tute, Oxford, England; and W. B. Silcox, Extension Service, Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ECONOMIC EXTENSION WORK IN 

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 

S. ]. Chagnon, Director of Extension Service, Quebec Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Canada, was chairman. H. M. Dixon, Agri­
cultural Economics Extension Section, Division of Co-operative 
Extension, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 
U.S.A., opened the discussion with an outline of the aims and 
methods of the Economic Extension Service in U.S.A. In summary, 
the ultimate objective of the service was to reach as great a number 
of individual farmers as possible and to assist them with their econo­
mic problems, and the central theme running through the entire 
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programme had been : ( 1) to help farm people to get a higher income 
and maintain a high standard of rural life; (z) to base recommenda­
tions on facts and the best information available; (3) to correlate the 
economic phase of the work with the entire extension programme; 
and (4) to assist in formulating and carrying out agricultural action 
programmes involving economic problems. Accounts of extension 
work in various states and countries were given as follows: Germany 
by M. Rolfes, University of Berlin, Germany; Poland by S. Schmidt, 
University of Cracow, Poland; Hungary by I. Szladits, Department 
of Agriculture, Budapest, Hungary; Canada by W. M. Drummond, 
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, Ont., Canada; and the State 
oflllinois by J.B. Cunningham, University oflllinois, U.S.A. H. R. 
Varney, Vermont, U.S.A., spoke on the Place of Land Use in 
Economic Extension Work. 

RURAL REHABILITATION AND RESETTLEMENT 

]. I. Falconer, Department of Rural Economics, University of 
Ohio, U.S.A., was chairman, and the discussion was opened by C. C. 
Taylor, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Washington, D.C., 
U.S.A., who spoke on the problems of the resettlement and rehabi­
litation programmes of the Federal Farm Security Administration 
and pointed out the social principles involved. A. W. Menzies 
Kitchin, School of Agriculture, Cambridge, England, gave a critical 
survey of land settlement policy in Great Britain. H. Krause, Berlin, 
Germany, raised the importance of part-time holdings for industrial 
workers illustrated by the developments which had resulted from 
industrialization in Wiirttemberg and the Saar Basin in Germany 
and the deliberate efforts along a similar line by the Ford firm in 
U.S.A. S. Higginbottom, University of Allahabad, India, referred 
to attempts by the Government to shift population in India from 
densely populated to more sparsely populated areas. Others who 
took up various points raised by these speakers were : R. A. Griffin, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.; A. W. 
Ashby, University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, Wales; and W. 
Seedorf, University of Gcittingen, Germany. 

PRICE ANALYSIS 

~, Farm Foundation, Chicago, U.S.A., was chairman, 
and Elmer Working, University of Illinois, U.S.A., opened the dis­
cussion by dealing with some of the dangers associated with careless 
use of statistical techniques and by pointing to some of the 'frontiers' 
of price analysis. In a controlled economy there was necessity for 
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a greater emphasis on the analysis of effects of different price rela­
tionships. Under a condition of general governmental control, the 
effects of errors in interpretation may be much more serious than 
those resulting from faulty price analysis in a freely competitive 
economy. The discussion dealt mainly with detailed points of tech­
nique; the limitations encountered in certain types of analysis; and 
the validity of results from certain types of data. Those taking part 
in discussion in addition to the opener were: E. C. Hope, University 
of Saskatchewan, Canada; M. Ezekial, Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.; Miss R. L. Cohen, 
Agricultural Economics Research Institute, Oxford, England; L. H. 
Bean, Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Washington, D.C., 
U.S.A.; H. Anderson, New York City, U.S.A.; A. B. Lewis, Farm 
Credit Administration, Washington, D.G., U.S.A.; V. P. Timo­
shenko, Food Research Institute, California, U.S.A.; and E. Jensen, 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMISTS 
CONFERENCES 

First, 1929: Dartington Hall, Totnes, Devon, England. 
Second, 1930: Cornell University, Ithaca, New York State, U.S.A. 
Third, 1934: Bad Eilsen, Schaumburg-Lippe, Germany. 
Fourth, 1936: St. Andrews University, Fife, Scotland. 
Fifth, 1938: Macdonald College, Ste Anne de Bellevue, P.Q., Canada. 

THE International Conference of Agricultural Economists was 
inaugurated during the summer of 1929, when fifty economists 

from eleven countries met for two weeks at Dartington Hall, Devon, 
England, on the invitation of Mr. L. K. Elmhirst. The Second 
Conference was held in 1930 at Cornell University, U.S.A., and was 
attended by over 300 members and visitors, twenty countries being 
represented. At this meeting the formal Constitution was drawn 
up and approved. The Third Conference, held at Bad Eilsen, Ger­
many, in 1934, was attended by 170 members, nineteen countries 
being represented. The Fourth Conference was held at St. Andrews, 
Scotland, when 219 members and visitors attended, of whom 127 
were from twenty-one countries outside of the United Kingdom. 
The Fifth Conference, at Macdonald College, Canada, in 1938 was 
attended by 510 members from twenty-three countries. 

The Conference has now a total membership of 476, with thirty­
four National or Area Groups. Its representative character has been 
steadily growing since the first informal gathering in 1929, until it 
now embraces the majority of countries where the study of agricul­
tural economics is pursued. 

The object of the Conference is that of fostering development of 
the sciences of agricultural economics and of furthering the applica­
tion of the results of economic investigation of agricultural processes 
and agricultural organization in the improvement of economic and 
social conditions relating to agriculture and rural life. 

Membership shall consist of individuals who pay £1, Rm. 20, or 
$5, or such sum as the President may reasonably declare to be the 
monetary equivalent of £1, for one Conference period (which shall 



International Conference of Agrict1ltural 'Economists 415 

be the period from the end of one Conference to the end of the 
next). The majority of members are professional agricultural econo­
mists engaged in research, teaching, or public administration, but 
the membership is representative as well of a wide range of agri­
cultural and economic interests. Applications may be made to the 
Secretary, who will put the applicant in touch with the appropriate 
national correspondent. 

Meetings are held at intervals of two or three years, at a time and 
place determined by the Council. No two successive meetings can 
be held in the same country. The meetings afford a unique oppor­
tunity of personal intercourse with fellow-workers from all parts of 
the world. 

The Proceedings consisting of papers and discussions at each Con­
ference are published, and one copy free of charge is sent to each 
member. Extra copies may be purchased by members at reduced 
rates. Copies of the Proceedings of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, 
and Fifth Conferences are available on application to the Secretary, 
or to Dr. C. E. Ladd, Department of Agricultural Economics, Cor­
nell University, Ithaca, N.Y., U.S.A. 



AMENDED CONSTITUTION 

NAME AND OBJECT 

The name of the organization shall be The International Conference of 
Agricultural Economists. 

The object of the Conference is that of fostering development of the 
sciences of agricultural economics and of furthering the application of 
i:he results of economic investigation of agricultural processes and agri­
cultural organization in the improvement of economic and social con­
ditions relating to agriculture and rural life. 

MEETINGS 

Meetings shall be held at a time and place determined by the Council. 
No two successive meetings shall be held in any one country. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership shall consist of individuals who pay £1, Rm. zo, or $5, or 
such sum as the President may reasonably declare to be the monetary 
equivalent of £1, for each Conference period (which shall be the period 
from the end of one Conference to the end of the next). 

Libraries, corporations, and similar institutions may become members 
if a duly accredited representative is appointed by each such institution. 

The Conference on the recommendation of the Council may elect 
honorary life members. 

NATIONAL OR AREA GROUPS 

The members of the Conference in each country (or in a group of coun­
tries) may form a National (or Area) Group. Each such Group shall make 
provision for the election of a Chairman of the Group, and may provide 
for the appointment of a secretary of the Group, for each Conference 
period. The Chairman or secretary, as may be designated by the Group, 
shall be the correspondent of the Group. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

The Executive Officers shall be a President and a Secretary-Treasurer, 
both of whom shall be elected by the Council at a formally constituted 
meeting held during a Conference, and shall hold office for a period 
ending with the close of the next succeeding Conference. The Executive 
Committee, in the event of the inability of the President to fulfil his 
duties, shall elect an acting-President who shall hold office until the first 
session of the next Conference, at which time the Council shall elect 
a President of the Conference to hold office for the period of the meeting 
of that Conference. 



Amended Constitution 

HONORARY OFFICERS 

The Conference on recommendation of the Council may elect Honorary 
Vice-Presidents for life. 

COUNCIL 

The Council shall consist of the Executive Officers as ex-officio members 
together with members of each National or Area Group as hereinafter 
provided. 

(a) A National or Area Group having 5 or more members may elect 
one member of Council; having 10 and not exceeding 2.5 members, two 
members of Council; having over 2 5 and not exceeding 60 members, three 
members of Council; having over 60 members, four members of Council; 
the maximum number of members of Council for any electing Group 
shall be four. 

(b) Members of the Council shall be elected and hold office for a Con-
ference period. 

(c) Method of election of Members of the Council shall be left to the 
discretion of each electing Group. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee shall consist of the two Executive Officers and 
the duly elected Chairmen of all National or Area Groups having five or 
more members. 

The President of the Conference shall be the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

The Secretary of the Conference shall be the Secretary of the Executive 
Committee. 

The acts of the Executive Committee shall be subject to the approval 
of the Council. 

It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to act for the Council 
between meetings of the Council. 

PROVISION FOR TEMPORARY ORGANIZATION 
OF GROUPS 

Where no Group has been constituted the President may appoint a repre­
sentative to canvass for members in the country or area and to make 
arrangements for the proper organization of a Group under the Constitu-
tion. 

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION 

The Constitution may be amended by a majority vote at any Conference 
provided the amendment has previously received the approval of a 
majority of the Council. 
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