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New Technologies and Innovations
in Agricultural Economics Instruction

Preface

These proceedings papers are from the "New Technologies and Innovations in Agricultural
Economics Instruction” conference held in February, 1992, in the Department of Agricultural Economics
at the University of Kentucky. The conference was co-sponsored by the Southern Agricultural Economics
Association and endorsed by the American Agricultural Economics Association.

Papers and presentations covered a diverse array of topics, ranging from discussions on
employing new electronic teaching technologies in the classroom; livening up classroom instruction;
employing the case study approach to classroom teaching; using computer-aided instruction in basic
economics; making better use of the chalkboard; applying computer simulation models in trade policy,
natural resource economics, and agribusiness courses; measuring the costs and benefits of instructional
innovations; and devising approaches for obtaining administrative support for classroom innovations, A
major component of the conference consisted of demonstrations by participants of new computer, video
and other technologies that have recently been developed for agricultural economics instruction.
Conference attendants also participated in experiential learning activities.

* University faculty have been criticized for not devoting enough effort toward improving the
quality of learning for students, particularly undergraduates. These Proceedings suggest that, within
much of the agricultural economics discipline, this criticism is unwarranted. The papers illustrate many
successful approaches discussed or demonstrated by conference participants, and reveal the wide range
of innovative ideas that are currently being deve]oped and used by agricultural economists in improving
classroom instruction.

David L. Debertin
Mary A. Marchant
Stephan J. Goetz
Lexington, KY
Angust 1992 Conference co-organizers
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