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Relationships of the SAES and

Figure 2.

Regional Associations to ESCOP and NASULGC
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II.

III.

IV.

Vn

Table 2.

Federal
A. TUTSDA
(1) CSRS

a) Formula
b) Other

(2) Other USDA
B. Other Federal
State Appropriations
Product Sales
Industry

Other

TOTAL ($ 000)

Scientist Years

$/Scientist Year

STATE AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATIONS

SOQURCES QOF FUNDING

1974
%

27.2
19.8
(17.8)

(17.02
Co.83

2.0
7.4
57.5
7.6
4.9

2.8

423,885

6,034.2

70,247

1979

]

28.5

20.0
(17.4)

(15.67]
(1.77

2.7
8.5
56.6
6.4
5.0
3.5

718,048

6,567.5

109,333

1984
%

27-9
20.2
(17.1)

C18.9]
[2.1]

3.1
T.7
55.8
5.8
6.1
4.4

1,059,343

6,895.7
153,623
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educational activities (users of funds)(figure 12-
1). Each of the components of the agricultural
research and extension system has its unique
role, although all components are interrelated
and tied to the central objective of technology
discovery and transfer for the benefit of farmers
and of society as a whole.

USDA

The 1977 farm bill designated USDA as the
lead Federal agency for research, extension edu-
cation, and teaching in the food and agricultural
sciences. This action confirmed by law what
had been true since before the turn of the cen-
tury. It did not, however, mean for USDA to pro-
vide a majority of the funds for these functions.
In fact, the proportion of funds provided by
USDA for agricultural research and extension
has declined from about 54 percent in 1966 to
47 percent in 1982 (CSRS, 1984).

USDA provides funds both to its own research
agencies and to universities. Its own agencies

include mainly the Agricultural Research Serv-
ice (ARS) and the Economic Research Service
(ERS); together they use about 75 percent of
USDA’s research funds. The remaining 25 per-
cent goes almost entirely to universities. Most
of the university funds go to land-grant univer-
sities, established by law in 1862 and 1890.
USDA funds to non-land-grant universities, are
limited to a relatively few competitive grants
used to support high-priority research.

USDA's agricultural research is carried out
at 148 locations across the United States. About
two-thirds of USDA'’s agricultural research sci-
entists are located in USDA laboratories, with
the remainder being located in the land-grant
universities’ agricultural experiment stations.
In contrast to its agricultural research, USDA's
economic research tends to be heavily concen-
trated in Washington, DC. This concentration
is increasing with the recent policy decision to
eliminate the regular ERS field staff. In the fu-
ture short-term detail to university sites will only
be possible. It remains tu be seen how compati-
ble this notion is with the kind of long-term com-
mitment much research requires.

Figure 12-1.—Agricuitural Research and Extension Funding (in million dollars), 1982

Source of funds

“conntygovunmama" FP""“:'

® w3
e,
A"
.l
Y

| State’ | iCounty & 3
U828 oot f 178 i
Fund flows »
315
268
Research | Extension R Research | Extension
. .-Research-and |.-369.". | S5_ .- Industryand=<| ] ."928 .854
extension = 7 ?.'p(ivat:tesaavqtr P = I T et ] Lt e e e
performers Federal in-house 4 ms - - R R
agencies .. . 2400° i ..:.'_Unlvergi.tnes

SOURCE: Office of Technoiogy Assessment.






